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Why consider alternatives to exchange?

• Not eligible during your studies

• Don't want to stay away too long

• Other destinations in mind than exchange 

offers

• Courses abroad are not your priority

• Other personal reasons



Why go abroad
• Personal development (independence, flexibility, 

adaptability)

• Experience different learning practices

• Improve language skills

• Work together with people from different cultures

• Expand your academic network

• Enhance your future employability

• Experience studying abroad!
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What are the alternatives?
While studying at Leiden University

• Going abroad independently --> freemover

• Research or internship

• Summer/winter schools

• Minors abroad

After finishing your degree at Leiden 
University

• Entire Master's Degree abroad
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Research or internship abroad

Check with your faculty or study programme for options.
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Some study programmes allow students to do an
internship and/or research project for credits

Combine this with going abroad

Erasmus+ funding for training  (= internship)
For example:
• Internship at an Embassy, NGOs, Multinationals
• Fieldwork under supervision of researcher of host 

university
• Research work as part of your thesis

If you receive credits, you may be eligible for an
Erasmus+ or Lustra Scholarship



Summer and winter schools
• Short programme (2-4 weeks)

• Great introduction to study abroad

• Mostly fee paying, sometimes scholarships available.

• Some credit-bearing. 

• If approved by your BoE, you may be eligible for 
an Erasmus+ or Lustra+ Scholarship.

More information at the study abroad website and Facebook
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Minors or other programmes abroad

NIMAR-Netherlands Institute in Morocco
• Apply before 1 December during the university-wide selection
• Register during minor registrations from April via e-prospectus

NVIC-Netherlands Flemish Institute in Cairo



Graduate School Abroad
• Growing number of Master’s degree programmes 

taught in English (not only in English speaking 
countries).

Many Leiden University alumni went to:

• University of London (LSE, UCL, KCL, SOAS)

• Sciences Po Paris

• European University in Florence

• National University of Singapore

• University of Copenhagen

• Lund University

Find out more on the website
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Faculty Exchange Officers
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Each Faculty has its own Exchange Office.

They can help you e.g. with: 
• Special Faculty/Erasmus Destinations
• Advise on whether partner university 

and its courses or the institutions 
you’re interested in fit your 
programme

• Discuss personal circumstances that 
may affect your study abroad term.

Website for alternatives for exchange



Any questions?
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The Royal Netherlands 
Institute

Louis Verreth 
Patricia Kret
Ambassadors



KNIR
• The biggest and oldest Dutch institute abroad
• High quality research and education in the Humanities
• Education: BA- and (R)MA-courses
• Research: scholarship and residence
• Dynamic program of congresses and cultural events
• Open to students who study at the RU, RUG, UL, UU, UvA, VU





Course program 2023-2024





Preliminary program second sem.



Scholarships

The KNIR provides various grants for a stay in Rome for researchers from different 
disciplines (with an emphasis on the humanities).
• Students (primarily (R)MA)
• (Aspiring-) PhD students
• Other requests

Deadlines: May 15 and November 15



Follow the KNIR

Koninklijk Nederlands Instituut Rome – KNIR

@KNIRome

The Royal Netherlands Institute in Rome

@knirambassadeurs

Leidse ambassadeur: Louis Verreth – l.verreth@hum.leidenuniv.nl



Get to know the NIKI!
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Your own university in Florence!
N

E
D

E
R

L
A

N
D

S
I N

T
E

R
U

N
IV

E
R

SIT
A

IR
K

U
N

ST
H

IST
O

R
ISC

H
I N

ST
IT

U
U

Twww.niki-florence.org



Location
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Mission
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RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

* Italian art

* Dutch and Flemish art in Italy

* Artistic ties between Italy and the Low Countries

MISSION

* Encourage, support and conduct scientific research

* Provide accomodation for Dutch students and researchers of  Art 
History and other disciplines 



- Library (60.000 books)

- 10 multi-bed rooms

- Shared kitchen and living space

- Appartments

The Institute
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- Bibliotheek (60.000 boeken)

- Fototheek

- Gastenverblijf: 10 meerpersoonskamers

- Keuken en Woonkamer

- Appartementen

- Grote tuin

The Institute
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Staying at the NIKI
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• Short stay
Short courses, e.g. the Summer School about Leonardo da Vinci

Short stay for own research (at a fixed rate per night)

• Longer stay
Minor programme Italian Art and History

Research with a NIKI-GWO Grant (1-3 months), for a thesis,
internship or (PhD) research

The grant amounts to € 500 for 1 month, €800 for 2 months and € 1100 for
3 months



www.niki-florence.org

More Information
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Contact
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Visit www.niki-
florence.org > 
The NIKI > 
Ambassadors



See you at the NIKI!
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