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Career Service Humanities     

Faculty of Humanities, Leiden University      

Cleveringaplaats 1 

PO Box 9500, Leiden 

the Netherlands 

E-mail: careerservice@hum.leidenuniv.nl  

Phone: +31 71 527 2235 

 

 

Internship outline 

 
Internship student 

Name   Ann Stephanie van der Kleyn    

Address
1
  xxx 

Postal code and city  xxx 

Country   The Netherlands  

Phone   xxx 

Umail    xxx  

Programme name  BA International Studies     

Student number   S1548972 

 

Academic Internship Supervisor 

Name    Dr. S.R. Koendjbiharie  

Programme name  BA International Studies  

Address   Campus Den Haag  

    Turfmarkt 99 

    2511DV The Hague 

Country    The Netherlands  

Phone      + 31 (070) 800 9535 

E-mail     s.r.koendjbiharie@hum.leidenuniv.nl 

Skype id    sarita.koendjbiharie      

                                                 
1
 The Career Service will send documents to this address. In case you change your address, email your 

new address to careerservice@hum.leidenuniv.nl 

mailto:careerservice@hum.leidenuniv.nl
mailto:s.r.koendjbiharie@hum.leidenuniv.nl
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Internship organization 

Name   Inter-American Court of Human Rights  

Address  xxx  

Postal code and city  xxx San José 

Country   Costa Rica  

Phone   xxx 

E-mail    xxx 

 

Supervisor at organization 

Name    xxx  

Position    xxx 

Phone    xxx  

E-mail    xxx  

 

Duration of the internship 

Department name  Joint Library  

Start and end date  18 July 2016 - 2 December 2016 

Number of hours per week 37,5 

Total number of hours   750 (should be at least 450) 

 

Organization description 

The Inter-American Court of Human Rights is an autonomous judicial institution based in the 

city of San José, Costa Rica. Together with the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights, it makes up the human rights protection system of the Organization of American 

States (OAS), which serves to uphold and promote basic rights and freedoms in the 

Americas. The court was established to enforce and interpret the provisions of the American 

Convention on Human Rights. Its two main functions are thus adjudicatory and advisory. 

Under the former, it hears and rules on the specific cases of human rights violations referred 

to it. Under the latter, it issues opinions on matters of legal interpretation brought to its 

attention by other OAS bodies or member states. The court consists of seven judges, that are 

elected every 6 years by the OAS General Assembly.  

 

Alongside the Court exists the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights which is also located 

in San José, Costa Rica. The Institute was therefore established as an international 

independent entity of academic nature, dedicated to teaching, research and the promotion of 

human rights, with a multidisciplinary focus and emphasis on America's problems. The 

Institute, works as a support to the Inter-American system of international protection of human 

rights. Lastly, the Joint Library is in charge of providing the information services to the Inter-

American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, and the 

national and international researchers on the field. Its collection represents the compromise of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Jos%25C3%25A9,_Costa_Rica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inter-American_Commission_on_Human_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inter-American_Commission_on_Human_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization_of_American_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization_of_American_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Convention_on_Human_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Convention_on_Human_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
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acquiring and preserving material related to the current work of both institutions. It primary 

acquires, analyses, and organises information regarding judicial matters, using the most 

vanguard bibliographical and informational tools available in the field. The Joint Library works 

as an Information Centre with a solid technical authority whose primary function is to give 

advice and information to the employees of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and to 

the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights.  

 

Purpose of the internship 

As offered by the Bachelor programme of International Studies, I would like to make use of 

the opportunity of a discretionary space during the 5th semester for an internship at the Inter-

American Human Rights Court. An internship at the court would allow me to gather first hand 

experiences in the field of Human Rights, which I also aspire for a future master degree. 

Having experienced the issues of human rights during the Refugee crisis of last summer, I 

realised even more the importance of protecting the rights of any human being universally, 

especially of those in need.  

 

My main interest are the protection of minority rights, in particular those of indigenous 

heritage and of people in conflict and post-conflict situations. Within this context, I am aware 

of the importance of the investigations undertaken by the Joint Library in the Inter-American 

Human Rights Court. Working there as an intern would give me the opportunity to come into 

contact and acquire knowledge about the Human Rights System in the Americas as well as 

about the cooperation between the court, the library and the institute from the best 

professionals regarding research work and publication in the area of human rights in the 

region. Through the Bachelor programme of International Studies I have been able to deepen 

and broaden my knowledge about Latin America through courses such of Latin American 

History, Politics and Economics.  

 

As a Bachelor student of a Humanities faculty, I have been able to acquire skills in 

investigating, writing policy proposals and research. Therefore, having already experience in 

this field, I would be an useful and productive addition to the team of investigators in the 

Court. Furthermore, I have experience in working with an international group and my 

knowledge about Costa Rica, thanks to my exchange year and various travels to the country, 

can be of advantage. Moreover, the research conducted by me during the internship could 

establish new bridges between the Court and Leiden University. Lastly, my language skills 

(German, Dutch as mother tongue, fluency in English, Spanish and Portuguese) can be used 

for translations and communications during my internship.  
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Internship project including phases and planning 

As intern in the Inter-American Human Rights Court the working assignments can be found in 

different fields. First, in the initial weeks of my internship, I will be introduced to the system of 

human rights protection under the Organisation of the Americas (OAS). In the beginning, I will 

actively pursue any additional training/education that might be required in terms of systems, 

to fully understand how the legal processes work and how I can apply them to create a 

productive and useful contribution as intern.  

 

Second, as indicated by the internship supervisor from the Court itself, most working tasks 

will centre around adjustments to the official homepage, as well as the organisation and 

planning of special sessions, specific consultations etc. Moreover, as intern I will be asked to 

revise edited scriptures and work done by the management area during regular sessions. 

Third, it has been indicated that I will be introduced to some legal practices. Consequently, I 

will be assigned to several legal subjects in the area of data, records and technical 

specifications by the jurisprudence from the Court. Lastly, I will constantly be in contact with 

my supervisor and be able to interact with colleagues from the different departments through 

team building practices organised for all interns at the Human Rights Court. 

 

 

Final product(s) of the internship  

This deliverables of the internship will be quite diverse as the working tasks will be very 

diverse. First of all, the organisation and arrangement of special sessions and specific 

consultations will be recorded in organisational documentation. Furthermore, any translations 

and communication work as well as additions to the official homepage will be collected in a 

portfolio. All legal work that I will have done will be added to this portfolio, as far as it is legally 

allowed (considering pledge of secrecy in certain court cases). Finally, one goal of the 

internship is to have successfully finished the internship protect which focuses on a review of 

the technical specifications of the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Human Rights Court as 

well as collaboration with the information on the website on the request for an advisory 

opinion. 

 

Internship objectives 

Through this internship I would like to gather first hand knowledge on how the Human Right 

System in the Americas works. It would allow me to apply the academic knowledge that I 

have gained so far during my Bachelor Programme considering the region of Latin America. 

Additionally, it would introduce me to the field of jurisprudence which is not covered in my 

Bachelor programme of International Studies.  Moreover, it would allow me to better my 

investigation skills which could be useful for later thesis research and development. 

Furthermore, the internship would strengthen my understanding of the region through 

applying theory to field work. Consequently, I am convinced that an internship at the Inter-
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American Human Rights Court gives me a good recommendation for a Human Rights master 

which I aspire after obtaining my Bachelor degree. For safety reasons, I will register myself at 

the Dutch / Austrian Embassy in San José, Costa Rica (depending on with which passport I 

will get the visa).  

 

Activities besides the internship  

I will combine this internship with: 

 

1) An academic research paper. The topic of this research paper will be the assessment 

of Indigenous Human Right protection under the system by the Organisation of the 

Americas (OAS) 

and 

2) Two academic assignments. 

 

Arrangements regarding the academic internship supervision at university 

I will directly inform the academic internship supervisor about my development and progress 

considering the individual project every 3 weeks. Hereby, I confirm that I will be available for 

any extra contact that is required by the university. In addition to this, I am willing to write any 

ad hoc reports if required. 

 

Arrangements regarding the supervision at organization 

In the beginning, I will be introduced to the working place by a colleague who will also instruct 

me to my tasks and working assignments and be responsible for my training. In addition to 

this, she will provide help and guidance if required for my research and the other internship 

assignments. Furthermore, I will have weekly contact with my supervisor, who will check on 

my personal development and academic progress and will be available for me to contact at 

any time during the internship. Moreover, I will be able to participate in the team building 

activities that are organised for all interns at the Human Rights Court.  

 
 

Deadline for submission of the internship report 

(Is maximum 2 weeks after end date internship) 

Date: 16 December 2016  

Number of credits internship: 15 EC 

 

Deadline for submission of two academic assignments 

(Is maximum 8 weeks after start date placement) 

Date: 18 September 2016 

Number of credits: 3 EC 
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Preparatory or supplementary courses 

Course name: “Organizational Theory, Culture, and Behavior” 

Programme name: BA International Studies (Leiden University) 

Completion date: 1 July 2016 

Number of credits: 5 EC 

 

Deadline for submission of the academic research paper 

(Is maximum 8 weeks after end date placement) 

Date:2 February 2017 

Number of credits: 7 EC 

 

 

Study Plan 

Is this internship part of your study plan that is approved by your coordinator of studies? 

Yes / no
2
 

 

This internship is part of the discretionary space in the third year. 

Yes / no
3
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
2
 Please choose 

3
 Please choose 
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Disclaimer 

The policy of Leiden University is that the intern may not travel through/to or reside in any 

country/region with a negative travel advisory from the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs within 

the context of their Leiden University studies. Should the travel advisory change from a 

positive to a negative advisory while the intern has already started his/her internship, Leiden 

University may be compelled to repatriate the student.   For further information on the policies 

guiding students’ time abroad during their studies, please see the “Leiden University 

Regulations on Studying Abroad”:  http://media.leidenuniv.nl/legacy/studeren-in-het-

buitenland-engels.pdf.  

By signing this internship plan, the Organization Supervisor accepts this policy and declares 

that the company will provide reasonable assistance in arranging the student’s return.   

 

 

Signatures 

 

    Name   Date and city  Signature

  

 

Student    :  

 

 

Academic Internship Supervisor :  

     

 

Organization Supervisor  :  

 

 

Internship coordinator 

Career Service Humanities : 

 
 
 
Board of Examiners  : 


