
Study Abroad Course Selection 

 

Course Credits 

BAIS students on exchange/study abroad are expected to complete the equivalent of 30 

ECTS during their semester at the host university. The best way to determine this is to 

take a full load of courses at the partner university. When in doubt, talk to the partner 

university. 

 

Course Subjects 

BAIS students are recommended to take courses that deepen their knowledge of their 

region of study in the BAIS programme, in the areas of history, political science, culture, 

economics, and/or language. Courses that also deepen their general understanding of 

International Studies / International Relations should also be acceptable. The courses 

taken should form a cohesive whole and not simply be separate courses in different 

subjects. There must also be at least one third or fourth-year course included in the course 

package taken at the partner university. 

 

Due to the nature of study abroad and the limitations sometimes placed on course 

selection and availability, the BAIS programme does allow for some flexibility in the 

above guidelines, but all courses must be pre-approved by the board of examiners. 

 

Course Approval 

Courses must be approved by the BAIS board of examiners prior to the semester abroad. 

Students can submit their courses for approval by filling in the “Study Abroad Course 

Approval Form”, accompanied by short course descriptions/syllabi, in English, of the 

desired courses. Once your courses have been approved by the board of examiners, you 

can be assured of receiving credit for those courses towards your BAIS programme; 

provided you receive a passing mark for the course. Any adjustments to your courses 

after approval by the board of examiners can be submitted via the “Study Abroad Course 

Revision Form”. To avoid unnecessary delays and confusion, you are strongly 

recommended to submit the “Study Abroad Course Approval Form” to the board of 

examiners only once you are reasonably sure of the courses you will be taking.  

 

Please note that there is limited staff in the summer months at Leiden University. Course 

approval requests should therefore be submitted no later than June 1st. The approval 

process may take several weeks. In cases where the June 1st deadline cannot be met due 

to the timing of the partner university’s course selection, an exception can be made, but 

only at the student’s own risk. Course requests will not be accepted after the first two 

weeks of the opening of the partner university’s semester.  

 

Course approval and revision forms and accompanying syllabi should be submitted by 

email to bais-exchange@hum.leidenuniv.nl. 

 

Course Transfer 

Courses for which students receive a passing grade that have been pre-approved by the 

BAIS board of examiners will be allocated credit towards the BAIS programme 



following the semester abroad. Courses that are not pre-approved by the board of 

examiners may not receive credit.  

 

Credit given per course and grades transferred to the student’s BAIS programme will be 

based on the transcript provided by the partner university, and on a number of factors 

including the grading systems of the partner university and host country. Students will 

receive a grade from Leiden University, not just a pass/fail, to reflect their work while 

studying abroad. Further information regarding factors taken into account for grading 

conversion will be provided prior to the start of the 2014 academic year.  

 

The transfer of your grades from your semester abroad may take several months, as the 

transcripts can sometimes take a number of months to be sent to us, and the transfer 

process is a time-consuming process. It is important to note that a failed grade abroad 

could lead to a delay in your studies in the BAIS programme. It is therefore essential that 

you (a) study as hard in your term abroad as you do at Leiden University to ensure you 

pass your courses, and (b) if you think or know that you have failed a course abroad, plan 

the following semester accordingly (in consultation with your study coordinator). The 

BAIS programme cannot be held responsible for a study delay due to a failed course 

while abroad. The transfer of transcripts and grades takes a significant amount of time 

and in most cases will not be finalized prior to the start of the following semester in the 

Netherlands.  

 


