Humanities Research Traineeship Programme 2022

Who makes History? (Part II)
Authority, ownership and remembrance of the
past in a multidimensional Leiden neighbourhood, Transvaal 1860-2025

Applicants
Eligible proposals must have at least two applicants from Humanities, preferably with an
interdisciplinary approach.
Supervisor Name

Discipline

Prof. Ariadne Schmidt

Economic and Social history, Dutch History

Dr. Alicia Schrikker

Colonial and Global History

Project description
Provide a brief description of the project (max. 300 words)

As has become clear in the first phase of the project ‘Who makes history’, the Leiden
neighbourhood Transvaal is a goldmine for historians: here the entanglements between local,
global and colonial history surface in unique ways. Fortunes made in Javanese sugar, were
invested here in property and infrastructure. After the turn of the century streets were re-named
after so called heroes from the Anglo-Boer war. Yet new housing blocks, built for factory workers
of the canned-food factory De sleutels, represent a highly localised history. After all, the canned
vegetables produced by the local workers followed colonial tracks to remote islands of Indonesia
and indeed to the republic of Transvaal.
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The neighbourhood has changed tremendously over time. But some neighbours still remember the
days of the factories. Also Transvaal’s infamous reputation
as hakbijlenbuurt survived. With Leiden’s new urban development plans, further changes are under
way.4 This makes the question urgent: what do neighbours of Transvaal tell each other about the
history of their place and what would they like to know and pass on to the future?
The project thus takes an explicit public history approach, through engaging local communities in
the making of history. It raises questions about how to connect academic history with the
perceptions of the past of diverse groups of individuals.2 Shared authority is key.3 “Who makes
history?” is therefore a relevant question, which this project applies to Transvaal: a Leiden
neighbourhood named after an Afrikaner Boer republic in South Africa.
After a successful first phase of ‘Who makes history’ of making contacts, inventorising archives
and building a framework carried out in 2021, his second phase of the project further elaborates
the history of Transvaal together with neighbors and students and work on the public
presentation with and in the neighborhood.
Research Trainee Profile
Each proposal requests two Research Trainees. Describe the general tasks of the research trainees, how
these tasks are academically challenging to the research trainees, whether they need any preliminary
knowledge (regarding the topic and/or research methods) and which skills the research trainees should
have. Also specify which type of students are eligible to apply (3rd year Ba, Ma, ResMa).

Last year two student trainees helped us set up the project “Who makes history”, through
collecting data and literature, establishing contacts in the neighbourhood and by preparing course
material. This year we would be looking for two student trainees who will help up round up the
project as we will be working towards a final presentation on 20 October 2022 as part of the
Leiden European City of Science manifestation.
Tasks will include: 1) synthesising the data collected prior and during the BA research seminar
(Sem II), 2) prepare and organise feedback sessions with neighbourhood participants about
research results, 3) prepare texts for the (online) neighbourhood exhibition. The project thus
offers trainees the chance to develop their research skills, alongside skills in community outreach
and valorisation and course development.
The traineeships will be particularly suitable for first-year ResMA and MA Students or outstanding
BA students from history or with a history related track in their program. Students with experience
in public history or oral history are especially encouraged to apply. Students need to be able to
read and speak Dutch.
Collaboration
If applicable: Describe how your research improves collaboration and cross-pollination between the
disciplines involved (max. 300 words)

The project improves collaboration and cross-pollination on various levels
1) The project brings together public history, social and economic history and global history in a
public history project. The project will be carried out in cooperation with Fresco Sam-Sin,
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https://thingsthattalk.net/en/ . Things That Talk specialises in helping staff and students translate
their academic research to a story that takes tangibles (objects and buildings) its point of
departure. TTT will publish the stories in our project, together with the students
2) The project integrates research and education, and will run a BA3 seminar on the History of
Transvaal, offered as a joint course for students of the different secties Algemene
Geschiedenis, Economische en Sociale Geschiedenis and Nederlandse Geschiedenis, taught by the
supervisors. Students participating in this course will write stories for
https://thingsthattalk.net/en/ and contribute to a public exhibition/event for Leiden City of
Science, 2022. The trainees will have a crucial role in organising this event.
3) The project transcends boundaries between academic history and public history and
strengthens relations between the university and the city by cooperating with local stakeholders
(neighbours, Wijkvereniging). Partnerships with policy makers are established with the help of
https://www.leidenkennisstad.nl/lerenmetdestad/ (Marieke van Haaren).
Prof. dr. Ariadne Schmidt is specialised in urban history, social and economic history and public
history. In 2018 she was granted the Magdalena Moons Chair of the History of Urban Culture, in
which capacity she plays a role in strengthening the relation between the university and the city,
Leiden's heritage institutions and historical associations.
Dr. Alicia Schrikker is specialised in colonial and global history and works mainly on the history of
colonialism in Indonesia and Sri Lanka. She will be responsible for supervising the colonial
dimension of the project. Furthermore as local inhabitant and member of the wijkvereniging, she
is key in making connections in the neighbourhood.
Deliverables
Enumerate intended project results: papers, research proposals or otherwise. (max 200 words)

Items
A1

B1

C1

C2
C3

Deliverables
Scholarly output
Co-authoring article in historical journal
(For example: Stadsgeschiedenis, Leids Jaarboekje or
TSEG)
Educational outreach
BA3 seminar, a joint course for students in Algemene
Geschiedenis, Economische en Sociale Geschiedenis or
Nederlandse Geschiedenis, on the (public) history of
Transvaal, 2021/2022.
Public outreach
Public research report (vlog or videoclip) on website
www.Leidenhistorischlab.nl
Feedback sessions neighbourhood participants
Stories for Things that Talk platform

By whom
Student 1&2
& supervisors

Supervisors, assisted by
student 1&2

Student 1&2

Student 1&2
Seminar students,
with assistance of student 1&2
(optional) and supervisors
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C4

Project exhibition/event, Leiden City of Science 2022

Student 1&2, supervisors,
with input students BA3
seminar

Planning
Provide a breakdown of the project into phases with tentative timing (max 150 words)

A1
A1
B1
C1
C2
C3
C4

Kick-off meeting research trainees and supervisors
Synthesizing data collected prior and during BA research seminar,
Collecting additional data
Writing input co-authored article
Assistance BA3 seminar
Public research report (Vlog or videoclip)
Feedback sessions neighbourhood
Things that talk stories
Preparation and organisation exhibition/event Leiden City of
Science 2022
Launch at 20 October 2022, see: https://www.l22.nl/365

1 February
February - April
April
February-May
May
April
July
May-June
April-August/
September/
October
(optional)

Student Application
Provide information on how to apply e.g. required documents for application (resume, motivation letter
etc.) and an email address where student applications should be sent to.

Applications should be sent
to a.f.schrikker@hum.leidenuniv.nl and a.schmidt@hum.leidenuniv.nl and should include a CV
and a cover letter (max. 1,000 words) describing the student’s interest in working in a public
history project. We encourage students to apply who wish to combine their MA thesis research
with this traineeship.

