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The Bachelor of Science programme Security Studies 
(BaSS) is the first academic BSc programme in 
continental Europe focusing on contemporary security 
and safety challenges. It is a three-year, English-taught 
programme that combines theory, practice, and 
skills, within an interdisciplinary framework. The 
programme helps students develop into well-rounded, 
academically trained security specialists. The BaSS is 
taught at the Institute of Security and Global Affairs 
(ISGA), a scientific institute that specialises in security 
issues, and which is part of the Faculty of Governance 
and Global Affairs at Leiden University.

This BaSS Student Manual has been designed as a 
reference tool for the students of the BaSS. Students 
are encouraged to consult this document for an 
introduction to all aspects of their study, from 
information on the programme to organising their 
academic and social life within the BaSS. 
As all topics are not addressed in extensive detail within 
the text of this Manual, additional reference links have 
been provided where relevant. Some sections will 
thus link to Brightspace and/or the University website 
and will require students to login with their student 
number. For an overview of the topics covered within 
this Manual, please see the List of Contents.

1. ABOUT US
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1.1 Welcome to the BaSS
Dear Security Studies students,

A warm welcome to Leiden University and to the 
Bachelor Security Studies (BaSS)! In this English-
taught programme, students will learn to unravel 
contemporary security and safety issues and devise 
strategic solutions. In an academic setting, we will be 
examining a wide range of pressing issues, ranging 
from nuclear crises to pandemics and from terrorism 
to cyber threats.

Students will study in The Hague, a city that is home 
to many leading organisations working in the field of 
security and safety. Take time to explore, make the city 
a new home! The BaSS is an international community, 
with students from all over the world: get to know your 
fellow students and learn from each other’s experiences 
and perspectives. This also holds true for the Security 
Studies staff working at the Institute of Security and 
Global Affairs (ISGA). We are all looking forward to 
meeting you and helping you in finding your way in 
academia.

This programme challenges students to combine 
critical thinking with a practical and open attitude. 
Together, we are responsible for the programme and 
its future development.

Here you can find more information on the Bachelor 
Security Studies, who we are, our values and on who 
to contact and where to go in case you need anything.  
Be sure to make use of it!

Sincerely,

Daan Weggemans
Programme Director, Bachelor Security Studies



6

BaSS Student Manual 2023-2024

1.2 BaSS Code of Conduct
The Bachelor Security Studies (BaSS) Community – 
consisting of both students and staff – embraces the 
following foundations: 

We are inclusive: Everyone, whether a student or a 
member of staff, should feel welcomed and supported, 
as a member of the academic community, but also 
as a person, with all their unique characteristics 
and experiences. We are committed to creating an 
environment in which everyone can fulfill their full 
potential.

Staff, students, and all individuals associated with the 
programme agree to be respectful of other people 
and to treat them with dignity. We agree to honour 
this promise and treat everyone with equal respect 
and opportunity, no matter their nationality, race 
or ethnicity, sexual orientation, socio-economic 
background, religion, age, disability, gender or gender 
identity, pregnancy and maternity. 

We agree that English is the official language of 
the programme for both formal and informal 
communication to avoid exclusion on the basis of 
language within the BaSS community. 

We are broad-minded: We are accepting of individual, 
cultural and disciplinary differences. We are open to 
different opinions and different perspectives. We agree 
to contribute to a positive academic environment by 
being mindful, self-reflective, and courteous to others. 
In university environments, we agree to conduct 
ourselves in a respectful manner at all times, online 
and offline, inside and outside the classroom. 

We are responsible for our own learning process: 
Students are young academics responsible for their own 
study progress, within the supportive environment 
created by staff. Staff and students commit themselves 
to proactive and professional attitudes to learning. 
Students are asked to be forthcoming and constructive 
in their feedback, and staff are committed to heeding 
this feedback for the betterment of the programme.

We follow the rules of academic integrity: We abide 
by the university’s academic integrity regulations. We 
are committed to producing sound academic work. 
We are honest in the presentation of our work, avoid 
(self-)plagiarism and give appropriate credit to those 
who have produced the knowledge on which we build 
our work.

We are accountable: We subscribe to this code of 
conduct and commit ourselves to creating and 
maintaining a positive, inclusive and constructive 
environment. We strive to maintain an approachable 
environment where students and staff can share their 
experiences. We will all do our best to make a positive 
contribution to the development of the programme.

https://www.organisatiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en/regulations/general/academic-integrity-regulations
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1.3 BaSS Staff

Daan Weggemans
Programme Director
d.j.weggemans@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Florine van Logtestijn 
Internship & Study Coordinator
securitystudies.info@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Tess Hoppenbrouwers
Study Coordinator
securitystudies.info@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Lisette Planellas 
Study Coordinator
securitystudies.info@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

JanPieter van Borssum Waalkes  
Study Advisor
ISGA.studyadvisor@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Sofie Delpeut 
Study Advisor
ISGA.studyadvisor@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Timo Schmal
Study Advisor
ISGA.studyadvisor@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

mailto:d.j.weggemans@fgga.leidenuniv.nl
mailto:securitystudies.info%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:securitystudies.info%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:securitystudies.info%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:ISGA.studyadvisor%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:ISGA.studyadvisor@fgga.leidenuniv.nl
mailto:ISGA.studyadvisor@fgga.leidenuniv.nl
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1.3.a Lecturers

Bibi van den Berg
Professor Cybersecurity 
Governance
Course: Introduction to  
Safety and Security
secretariaat.isga@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Ernst Dijxhoorn 
Assistant Professor
Course: Case Study Syria: 
War and Peacebuilding
e.e.a.dijxhoorn@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Andrea Bartolucci
Assistant Professor 
Course: Case Study Fukushima
a.bartolucci@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Bart Schuurman 
Associate Professor
Course: Terrorism  
and Counterterrorism
b.w.schuurman@fgga.leidenuniv.nl 

Daan Weggemans 
Course: Introduction to Safety  
and Security
d.j.weggemans@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Dennis Broeders 
Professor of Global Security 
and Technology
Course: Vital Interests
d.w.j.broeders@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Jelle van Buuren
Associate Professor
Course: Integrated Project 2
g.m.van.buuren@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Anneleen van der Meer
Assistant Professor  
Course: Case Study Syria and 
Thesis coordinator
a.van.der.meer@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Edwin Bakker
Professor Terrorism and 
Counterterrorism 
Course: Case Study Syria
isga@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

mailto:secretariaat.isga%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:e.e.a.dijxhoorn%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:a.bartolucci%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:b.w.schuurman%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl%20?subject=
mailto:d.j.weggemans%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:d.w.j.broeders%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl%20?subject=
mailto:g.m.van.buuren%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
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Ruth Prins
Research Fellow
Course: Integrated Project 1
r.s.prins@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Sanneke Kuipers
Professor Crisis Governance
Course: Governance of 
Security
s.l.kuipers@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Lydie Cabane 
Assistant Professor
Course: Vital Interests
l.d.cabane@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Olga Bogolyubova 
Assistant Professor
Course: Research Methods 
o.bogolyubova@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Jaroslaw Kantorowicz
Assistant Professor
Course: Economics of  
Safety and Security
j.j.kantorowicz@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Sarah Carthy
Assistant Professor
Course: Terrorism and 
Counterterrorism
s.l.carthy@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Seda Gürkan
Assistant Professor
Course: Introduction to 
Research Methods
s.gurkan@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Joachim Koops
Professor of Security
Course: Integrated Project 2
j.a.koops@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Ramesh Premaratne Ganohariti 
Course: Qualitative Research 
Methods
r.j.premaratne.ganohariti@fgga.

leidenuniv.nl

mailto:r.s.prins%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:s.l.kuipers%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:l.d.cabane%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl%20?subject=
mailto:r.j.premaratne.ganohariti%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:r.j.premaratne.ganohariti%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
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Tommy van Steen 
Assistant Professor
Course: Cyber Security
t.van.steen@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Silvia D’Amato
Assistant Professor
Course: Law and Security
s.damato@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

mailto:t.van.steen%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:s.damato%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
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1.3.b Tutors

Agnes Termeer
a.e.w.termeer@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Bar Arbiv
b.b.arbiv@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Chiara Anfuso
c.anfuso@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Emelie Andersin
e.m.andersin@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Jake Wright 
j.n.wright@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Abigail Thorley
a.h.thorley@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Aleena Khan
a.h.khan@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Anouk Vosjan
a.vosjan@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Katherine Howard
k.e.howard@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

mailto:a.e.w.termeer%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:b.b.arbiv%40fgga.leidenuniv.n?subject=
mailto:c.anfuso%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:e.m.andersin%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:j.n.wright%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:k.e.howard%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
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Mick Snippe
m.snippe@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Kayle van 't Klooster
k.c.van.t.klooster@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Maaike Beemsterboer
m.beemsterboer@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Nomita Prithviraj
n.prithviraj@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Maryia Ditchkowska
m.ditchkowska@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Marta Marques Marafona
m.l.marques.marafona@fgga.

leidenuniv.nl

Manon Nobbenhuis
m.r.nobbenhuis@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Natalie Schaller
n.schaller@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Ramesh Premaratne Ganohariti 
r.j.premaratne.ganohariti@fgga.

leidenuniv.nl

mailto:m.snippe%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:k.c.van.t.klooster%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:m.beemsterboer%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:n.prithviraj%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:m.l.marques.marafona%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:m.l.marques.marafona%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:r.j.premaratne.ganohariti%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:r.j.premaratne.ganohariti%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
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Tugche Veys
t.veys@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Sara Kulic
s.kulic@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Sarah Walden
s.m.walden@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Tim Wuisman 
t.wuisman@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Valtr Troy Mandemaker
v.t.mandemaker@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Robyn Cremin
r.m.cremin@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Sarah Snoei
s.snoei@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

Thanos Chatziioannou
a.chatziioannou@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

mailto:t.veys%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:s.kulic%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:s.m.walden%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:t.wuisman%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:v.t.mandemaker%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:r.m.cremin%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
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1.4 Before Starting the Programme
The student website of Leiden University contains 
useful information to ensure all students are well 
prepared to start the BaSS. Please take a look matters 
that need to be arranged before beginning here.  

These include for instance:  
• Signing up for the introduction week, 
• Activating student account (ULCN account),
•  Requesting a LU card, your university ID, which 

also serves as an access pass for various services and 
buildings, 

•  Purchasing books and other study materials.  

The student website also contains information on 
how to activate:  
• The LU card 
• uSis  (see 5.1)
• Brightspace (see 5.2)
•  uMail (the email account students are expected to 

use in order to communicate with BaSS staff and for 
other university work)

And about the:  
• Leiden University app 
• Student website itself
• Office 365 and OneDrive cloud storage 
 
1.5 Health and Well-being
During your studies it is important to take good 
care of your physical and mental health. Find out 
about the help available both within and outside the 
university. And learn how to work on your own   
well-being.

Please take the time to read the emergency and 
incident protocols for University building here.

F I R S T ,  C H E C K

W H E T H E R  Y O U R

Q U E S T I O N  H A S  B E E N

A N S W E R E D  B E F O R E

I  H A V E  A  Q U E S T I O N !

I C T  S E R V I C E S ,  U S E R  A C C O U N T ,

E M A I L ,  P R I N T I N G ,  R E M O T E

A C C E S S ,  W I F I

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S :

C O U R S E S ,  E X A M S ,  G R A D E S ,  M O N E Y

M A T T E R S ,  S T U D E N T  L I F E ,  G U I D A N C E

F E E D B A C K  A B O U T  T H E

P R O G R A M M E ,  P R O C E S S I N G  O F

C O M P L A I N T S

UNIVERSITY

HELPDESK PORTAL

FACULTY

STUDENT CARE

PROGRAMME

COMMITTEE (OLC)

A C A D E M I C  Q U E S T I O N S  

A N D  P R O G R A M M E  C O N T E N T

S T U D Y  P L A N N I N G ,  S T U D Y

S K I L L S ,  P E R S O N A L

C I R C U M S T A N C E S ,  B I N D I N G

S T U D Y  A D V I C E ,  S T U D Y I N G

W I T H  A  D I S A B I L I T Y ,  E T C .

LECTURERS/

TUTORS

STUDENT MENTORS

STUDY/INTERNSHIP

COORDINATOR

P R A C T I C A L  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T

B R I G H T S P A C E ,  L U - C A R D ,  T H E  C L O S E S T

P O S T  O F F I C E  O R  N I C E S T  C A F É ,  E T C .

P R A C T I C A L  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T

G R A D E S ,  S C H E D U L E S ,

E L E C T I V E  S P A C E ,  I N T E R N S H I P S

A N D  C O M P L A I N T S

Y O U  C A N  C O N T A C T  Y O U R  S T U D Y

A D V I S O R S  F O R  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S

R E G A R D I N G  Y O U R  S T U D I E S  O R  W H E N

Y O U ’ R E  N O T  S U R E  W H O  T O  T U R N  T O .

T H E Y  C A N  D I R E C T  Y O U  T O  T H E  R I G H T

P E R S O N .  P L E A S E  K N O W  T H A T  A L L

M E E T I N G S  A R E  C O N F I D E N T I A L .

P LEASE  CONTACT  YOUR

PERSONAL  S TUDENT  MENTOR

P LEASE  CONTACT  YOUR

PERSONAL

L EC TURER / TUTOR

SECUR I T Y S TUD I E S . I N FO@ FGGA . L E I DENUN I V .NL

I SGA . S TUDYADV I SOR@ FGGA . L E I DENUN I V .NL

SECUR I T Y S TUD I E S -OLC@ FGGA . L E I DENUN I V .NL

B S c  S E C U R I T Y  S T U D I E S

STUDY ADVISORS

R E G I S T R A T I O N ,  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  E X A M

R E S U L T S ,  O R G A N I S A T I O N  O F  T E S T S

A N D  E X A M S ,  D I P L O M A  R E Q U E S T

EDUCATIONAL 

SERVICE CENTRE (OSC)

OSC . FGGA@ FGGA . L E I DENUN I V .NL

Please note that students are expected to use their uMail accounts for communication with staff.

1.6 Who to Contact and When

https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/study--studying/study/new-student/welcome-to-leiden/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=university&cd=guest#tab-1
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/support-and-well-being/health-and-well-being?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&cd=security-studies-bsc
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/your-study-programme/contact-and-advice/emergencies/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&amp%3Bcd=security-studies-bsc&cd=security-studies-bsc
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2.1 How to Enroll for Courses 
Registration for courses in MyStudyMap for the first 
semester of the first year is not required. You do, 
however, have to confirm participation in the exams.

For the first block of the semester, commencing 
on 4 September 2023, we will make sure that all  
students are registered for Introduction to Security 
and Safety and Skills Lab 1. Skills Lab 1 will consist 
of multiple workgroups with differing time slots. Skills 
Labs are scheduled during the week and each group 
will have 2 timeslots of 3 hours each. 

After registration for the courses, students will 
automatically have access to the course pages in 
Brightspace. 

After semester 1, it is the students’ individual 
responsibility to enroll themselves on time for the 
upcoming courses and examinations.

Course enrollment takes place in MyStudyMap and 
opens twice a year for the following semester. The 
deadline for enrollment is 5 days before the start of the 
course. You have to confirm the exam participation at 
least 10 days before the exam takes place.

Please find more information and instructions here.

2.2 Where to Find the Timetable
Please find more information about timetables and  
MyTimetable here.

2.3 Course Manuals
Before the first teaching moment of every course, 
the Course Manual will be uploaded as a file to 
Brightspace (see 5.2). Students are expected to have 
read the Course Manual before the first session. These 
act as the ‘ground rules’ for the course. All information 
necessary for assessment purposes and any specific 
requirements for student behaviour can be found in 
this document.

2.4 Key Dates
Below are the key dates over the academic year, but 
also find the Academic Calendar here.

2023
4 September
Opening of academic year 2023-2024
8 September
No lectures for first years from 13.00 hrs. to
allow attendance at inaugurations student clubs.*
19 September
Prince's Day (No compulsory closure).
2-3 October
Relief of Leiden (note this is also a holiday for
Campus The Hague).
23 November
Cleveringa Lecture, No lectures between 15:00-18:00
25 December until and including 1 January 2024
Christmas and New Year Holiday

2024
8 February
Dies Natalis, No Lectures between 13:00-17:00
29 March 
Good Friday
31 March - 1 April 
Easter
27 April 
King’s Day 
4 May
Remembrance Day (No compulsory closure).
5 May
Liberation Day
9 and 10 May
Ascension Day and day after
19 and 20 May
Whitsun
2 September
Opening of Academic Year 2024-2025

2. STARTING THE ACADEMIC YEAR

https://studentuniversiteitleiden.screenstepslive.com/m/105699/c/370948
https://rooster.universiteitleiden.nl/schedule
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/algemeen/academische-jaarkalender/academic-calendar-leiden-university-2023-2024.pdf
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3.1 BaSS Programme Structure
Please find all information about the courses in the 
E-Guides. 

3. PROGRAMME AND TEACHING

Year 1

Security Studies Curriculum

Skills Lab 1

Introduction to
Security & Safety

Skills Lab 3

Case Study: Syria Case Study: Fukushima

Introduction to Research 
Methods

Integrated Project 1

Skills Lab 2




5 ECTS 10 ECTS 15 ECTS 30 ECTS

Year 2

Quantitative Research Methods

Vital Interests

Qualitative Research Methods

Terrorism &
Counterterrorism

Cyber Threats

Economics of Safety and Security

War & Peace Building

Law & Security

Block 1 Block 3 Block 4Block 2

Year 3

Elective space
(electives, internship, minor, study abroad)

Governance of Security

Integrated Project 2
Thesis

Thesis

Subject to change

6

https://studiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/studies/9441/security-studies#tab-1
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3.2 BaSS Teaching Philosophy
The Bachelor of Science programme Security Studies 
teaches students to analyse and address security and 
safety challenges. Using various theoretical lenses, 
students will learn how to unravel security cases 
by focusing on the political, historical and societal 
context, but also on governance structures, institutions 
and the role of the media. 

The programme employs a wide range of teaching 
methods to stimulate critical thinking in students, 
such as lectures, smaller workgroups of about 15 
international students, and excursions. There is a focus 
on case-driven teaching, and students benefit from 
several guest lectures by external experts on relevant 
themes. Special attention is given to the development 
of academic and professional skills and the application 
of these skills to contemporary security and safety 
cases.

In accordance with being research-led and practice-
oriented, BaSS follows a three-step teaching philosophy: 
Explore, Understand, and Do (EUD), where inter-
disciplinary approaches are used on various real-life 
cases to explore and understand complex modern-day 
safety and security challenges, and how to handle these. 

3.3 Students’ Rights and Responsibilities
Please read the Student Charter and the BaSS Code of 
Conduct (see 1.2).

3.4 Diversity & Inclusion 
Diversity and inclusion are core values of Leiden 
University. Leiden University is committed to 
becoming an inclusive community which enables 
all students and staff to feel valued and respected 
and to develop their full potential. Diversity in 
experiences and perspectives enriches our teaching 
and strengthens our research. High quality teaching 
and research is inclusive. Achieving this goal requires 
a collective effort. The Diversity & Inclusion Expertise 
Office advises faculties, institutes and programs on 
their approaches to diversity and inclusion. We provide 
training programmes, guidelines, and information to 
enable staff and students to contribute to an inclusive 
learning and working environment. D&I staff and 
student networks provide community and they form 
an important sounding board for the D&I Expertise 
Office and the Executive Board on diversity and 
inclusion related issues. The Leiden Inclusion Blog  is a 
forum to share experiences and discuss current issues 
related to diversity in our academic community. 

https://www.organisatiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en/regulations/general/student-charter
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/dossiers/diversity
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/dossiers/diversity/cooperation
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/dossiers/diversity/cooperation
https://www.leideninclusionblog.nl/
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4. ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 

4.1 Course/Study Load
At Leiden University, based on the European 
Credit Transfer System (ECTS) (see 4.2 for grading 
information), the normal full-time study load is 30 
ECTS for a semester and 60 ECTS in a year. A full 
Bachelor degree, thus consists of three years of 60 
ECTS each, 180 ECTS in total. One study credit 
(EC) is equivalent to 28 hours of work and includes 
lectures/tutorials/simulations, reading, preparing for 
tests, exams, the writing and assessment of essays and 
papers, etc. Courses in the BaSS are either 5 or 10 
ECTS, while the Thesis in Year 3 is 15 ECTS. 

4.1.a Assessment
Assessment comes in different forms, and BaSS 
students will be assessed in different ways, for instance 
by means of exams, essays, presentations, participation 
or group assignments. For information on the 
assessment method of each individual course, please 
refer to the E-Guide (see 4.4) and Course Manual (see 
2.3) of the course.

4.1.b Examinations
Certain BaSS courses include examinations as part of 
their assessment method. Depending on the course, 
examinations can take the form of a multiple-choice 
exam, an open-book exam, an exam with open-ended 
essay-type questions, etc. So, please refer to the 
E-Guide (see 4.4) and Course Manual (see 2.3) of the 
course. 

For tips on exam preparations and general study tips, 
please see here. 

Netherlands UK USA

10 First class A+

9.5 First class A+

9 First class A+

8.5 First class A+

8 First class A

7.5 Second class, upper division (2.1) A

7 Second class, upper division (2.1) B+

6.5 Second class, lower division (2.2) B

6 Second class, lower division (2.2) C

5.5 Third class D

5 Fail E

4 Fail F

3 Fail F

2 Fail F

1 Fail F

https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/study--studying/guidance--advice/study-tips/exams/leiden-university/guest?cf=university&cd=guest
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4.2 Marking, Grading and Receiving Feedback
Leiden University uses the ECTS grading system, 
and operates on a grading scale from 1 (lowest) to 10 
(highest). On page 18 is a general breakdown of the 
grades according to US/UK grading standards. In 
Dutch academia, 5.5 is a passing grade, 6 is considered 
‘sufficient’ (meeting all of the requirements), 7 is 
considered ‘good’ (meeting all the requirements well), 
8 is ‘excellent/very good’, and 9 is of an exceptional 
quality. 10s are exceptionally rare.

Feedback on submitted work can be found via the 
submitted assignment on Brightspace. There, students 
can see how the grade is broken down, including 
the rubric of assessment, as well as feedback given 
by the grader. For further feedback, please contact 
the workgroup Tutor or course lecturer via e-mail or 
arrange contact one-on-one. 

As a matter of policy, dedicated exam review sessions 
will be organised to provide advice on specific 
questions and problems. Students will be informed 
on how to attend these sessions as and when they are 
scheduled.

4.3 Binding Study Advice (BSA)
Students of Leiden University are issued with binding 
study advice (BSA), by the Board of Examiners. This 
means that students must obtain sufficient study credits 
in the first year of the BaSS programme to be permitted 
to continue studying. For detailed information, please 
see here. In case of questions/concerns regarding the 
BSA, or if students foresee problems with meeting the 
requirements of the BSA, they are advised to contact 
the Study Advisors (see 6.1).

4.4 E-Guides
Use this search engine to find all information on 
upcoming courses, assessments and transitional 
arrangements for resits.

4.5 Attendance
Attendance to all lectures is strongly recommended, 
and attendance to skills/course labs is mandatory. We 
understand and appreciate that there are exceptional 
circumstances, so students are permitted no more 
than 3 absences for skills labs (Year 1), and 1 absence 
for course labs (Year 2 and 3). Arriving later than 15 
minutes or leaving 15 minutes early to a skills/course 
lab will result in an absence. For prolonged exceptional 
circumstances, please consult with the Study Advisors 
(see 6.1). As a good practice, please let your tutor know 
if you would be missing mandatory classes or if you 
got an extension.

4.6 In Case of Unforeseen Difficulties
In the event of unforeseen difficulties or personal 
circumstances that cause students to fall behind in 
studies or miss sessions, please contact the Study 
Advisors (see 6.1 and 6.9) as soon as possible. They 
can advise students on the best course of action and, 
if required, assist in dealing with academic delay in 
the form of exemptions and extensions of deadlines, 
depending on the situation.

4.7 Plagiarism
Students must write assignments in their own words. 
Whenever an idea, findings or passage is taken from 
another author, it must be cited accordingly, i.e. 
providing in-text references. When a passage is copied 
into assigned work, quotation marks must be used. 
Failing to do so is considered committing plagiarism. 
Regardless of intention, plagiarism (of others and of 
one's own work) is a serious academic offence. 

In grading work, Leiden University uses a cataloguing 
software which can detect copied passages from web 
resources, academic journals, unpublished transcripts, 
work submitted to Universities, and books. Copied 
text will be detected. In the event of plagiarism, the 
Board of Examiners will be notified and the offender 
will be sanctioned accordingly, up to and including 
being expelled from the programme.

Find the University guidelines for plagiarism here.

4.8 Graduation, Certificates and Transcripts
Ready to graduate? Please take a look at this website to 
see how this can be arranged.

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/about-our-education/leiden-study-system/ects-grading-tables
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/study--studying/study/academic-progress/binding-study-advice/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=university&cd=guest
https://studiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en/studies/9441/security-studies#tab-1
https://www.organisatiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en/regulations/general/plagiarism
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/study--studying/study/graduation/arranging-graduation/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&cd=security-studies-bsc#tab-1
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5. PERSONAL RESOURCES 

5.1 Student Portal
Students of Leiden University are provided with a 
student account (ULCN account) that allows them 
to access a variety of systems such as MyStudyMap, 
uMail, uSis, Brightspace and library catalogues, as well 
as the physical workstations within the university.

In Leiden University’s student portal you can organise 
your studies with ease. From enrolling for courses and 
exams to checking your schedule and grades.

5.2 Brightspace
Brightspace is Leiden University’s online learning 
environment. It allows students to receive course 
information and notifications, communicate with 
lecturers and fellow students, access online reading 
materials and upload assignments. Students are 
enrolled for a course on Brightspace automatically 
after enrolling for the said course on MyStudyMap, 
but are also encouraged to log in to Brightspace and 
confirm this.

For information on how to log in to Brightspace, register 
for courses on Brightspace, submit assignments, view 
grades, etc., please see here. Students can also find a 
short introduction video here.

5.3 Hybrid ‘Learn Anywhere’ learning
Over the last years we have gained valuable experiences 
with state-of-the-art online and hybrid teaching. While 
we still consider the Bachelor Security Studies as an on-
site programme to facilitate community building and 
shared learning experiences, in many courses there 
are elements of blended and hybrid learning. Students 
who are, due to particular circumstances, unable to 
attend particular labs have priority to sign up for a 
hybrid group. (Note that many but not all courses have 
hybrid groups available). For more information on on-
site dispensation please contact the study-advisors.      

The education platform for each BaSS course will 
differ per course, and this information will be available 
within the Course Manual (see 2.3) of the course. 
The most common interactive learning is MS Teams. 
Further, in order to follow online education, students 
require a computer with a working microphone and 
camera and a stable internet connection. We encourage 
all students to keep their cameras on during an online 
class in order to better facilitate interactivity within the 
virtual classroom.

Online education, while challenging at times, enables 
students to develop a flexible and collaborative 
approach within a digital learning environment. Please 
see these tips on studying from home and following 
online classes. Further, in an online environment we 
expect all students to adhere to the Code of Conduct 
Remote Teaching which establishes guidelines for 
teaching and learning via remote environment.

5.4 Libraries

5.4.a Physical Libraries
Leiden University has a number of libraries, run by a 
central organisation called Universitaire Bibliotheken 
Leiden (UBL).

There are two libraries within The Hague campus:
Wijnhaven Library
Second Floor
Turfmarkt 99
2511 DP The Hague

Library Learning Centre
Faculty of Governance and Global Affairs
Schouwburgstraat location
Schouwburgstraat 2 
2511 VA The Hague

The primary library in Leiden campus is:
University Library (UB)
Witte Singel 26-27 
2311 BG Leiden

Other disciplinary libraries include:
Social and behavioural sciences library 
Pieter de la Court Building
Wassenaarseweg 52 
2333 AK Leiden 

Law library 
Leiden Law School
Kamerlingh Onnes Building
Steenschuur 25 
2311 ES Leiden 

Archaeology 
There is a book collection point within the faculty. 

https://mijn.universiteitleiden.nl/login?fromUrl=%2F
https://universiteitleiden.screenstepslive.com/m/89321
https://video.leidenuniv.nl/media/t/1_lc4givkx
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/your-study-programme/courses-and-exams/online-teaching-and-assessment/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&cd=security-studies-bsc#tips-studying-from-home
https://www.organisatiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en/regulations/general/code-of-conduct-remote-teaching?_ga=2.186938664.1674183897.1595183778-770143062.1581261411
https://www.organisatiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en/regulations/general/code-of-conduct-remote-teaching?_ga=2.186938664.1674183897.1595183778-770143062.1581261411


21

BaSS Student Manual 2023-2024

Gorlaeus library
Faculty of Science
Gorlaeus Laboratory (1st floor LMUY Building) 
Einsteinweg 55 
2333 CC Leiden

Walaeus library
The Walaeus library for medicine is located within 
Leiden University Medical Centre (LUMC)
LUMC C1-Q 
Albinusdreef 2 
2333 ZA Leiden

5.4.b Online Catalogue
Access all journals subscribed to by the University 
here.

5.4.c Course Shelves in the Library
Select courses will have physical and electronic course 
shelves at the Library for required literature. See the 
relevant Course Manual for further information.

5.5 Purchasing Course Books
Although some courses in the BaSS programme have 
course shelves for assigned readings in the Wijnhaven 
library, these volumes are in limited supply and cannot 
be loaned. To avoid this, students are advised to 
purchase their own copies of course books. 

We will assign article readings that are available through 
the University library and its journal subscriptions. 
Locating relevant readings is a fundamental academic 
skill, and thus we expect students to find the readings 
themselves every week.

5.6 Elective Space
In addition to compulsory elements, most degree 
programmes also have elective credits. These are 
credits that can be earned in a variety of ways, for 
example by taking elective courses, studying abroad or 
doing a minor.

How many elective credits do I have?
Third-year students of BaSS have an elective space 
worth 30 ECTS in the first semester. Take a look at the 
programme-specific information in the Prospectus for 
exact details.

Minors
A minor is a cohesive set of courses that has been pre-
approved by the university. A minor allows students 
to explore subjects outside the boundaries of their 
own study programme. Students can choose to follow 
a minor in Leiden or another university. There are 

special arrangements in place for Leiden students 
who would like to do a minor at Delft University of 
Technology or the Erasmus University Rotterdam. 
Read more about minors.

Please note the following: BSc Security Studies 
students are not allowed to enroll for the minor Safety, 
Security & Justice (because of the overlap). However, 
as of academic year 2022-2023, you will be able to 
follow the minor Global Affairs. Unfortunately, you 
are not allowed to take part in the courses Terrorism 
and Counterterrorism and Humanitarian Intervention 
and Peacebuilding since the content is similar, fully or 
in part, to compulsory components of the BSc Security 
Studies programme. Even without these courses it 
remains possible to obtain 30 ECTS within the minor 
Global Affairs.

Elective courses
Students can also choose to put together their own 
set of courses, selected from those offered by Leiden 
University or another institute of higher education. 
Students must request permission from the study 
programme’s Board of Examiners before doing so.

Going abroad
Elective credits can be earned by studying or doing an 
internship abroad for a few months. Read more on our 
study abroad webpages or contact the international 
exchange coordinator to find out about the options 
within the study programme.

Internship
Please see 5.7 for more information about doing an 
internship.

Permission from the Board of Examiners
Students do not require advance permission to 
follow elective courses within Leiden or a complete 
minor in Leiden, Delft or Rotterdam. For all other 
ways of earning elective credits, permission from  
the programme’s Board of Examiners must be  
requested. More information can be found in 
the Prospectus or the programme’s Course and  
Examination Regulations (OER).

https://catalogue.leidenuniv.nl/primo-explore/search?vid=UBL_V1
https://studiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/your-study-programme/minors-and-elective-credits?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&cd=security-studies-bsc
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/your-study-programme/contact-and-advice/board-of-examiners/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&amp%3Bcd=security-studies-bsc&cd=security-studies-bsc#tab-2
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/extra-study-activities/studying-abroad?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&cd=security-studies-bsc
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/study--studying/guidance--advice/study-guidance-and-advisors/international-exchange-coordinators/leiden-university/guest?cd=guest&cd=security-studies-bsc&cf=university
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/study--studying/guidance--advice/study-guidance-and-advisors/international-exchange-coordinators/leiden-university/guest?cd=guest&cd=security-studies-bsc&cf=university
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/your-study-programme/contact-and-advice/board-of-examiners/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&amp%3Bcd=security-studies-bsc&cd=security-studies-bsc#tab-2
https://studiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en
https://www.organisatiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en/regulations/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies/oer-security-studies-2017-2018
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5.7 Internships
In the first semester of year 3, students have the 
opportunity to do an internship. The purpose of an 
internship is to learn how to apply knowledge and 
skills acquired during the first two years of the study, 
as well as gaining additional skills. Students need to 
find their own internship or can always take a look 
at the Brightspace course site to see if there are any 
internships made available by the BaSS programme 
management.

In order to be able to do an internship, students have 
to meet some requirements, which can be found in the 
Internship Manual, published on the BaSS Internship 
Brightspace page.
  
For questions about internships, contact the internship 
coordinator by sending an email to 
securitystudies.info@fgga.leidenuniv.nl.

5.8 Honours Programme
The Faculty of Governance and Global Affairs has a 
bespoke Honours Track dedicated to complementing 
theoretical approaches with practical implementation 
of policy on a variety of levels: from local to 
international organisations. Commencing from the 
second year of the programme, it goes beyond the 
boundaries of study to observe themes, issues, and 
trends in modern global society. Leiden University 
gives inquisitive students the opportunity to follow 
an extra programme or classes alongside their regular 
bachelor’s programme. These are called Honours 
College and Honours Classes.

Please find more information about the Track here.

mailto:info%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/honours-education/honours-college/faculty-track/tackling-global-challenges?cf=university&cd=guest
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6. STUDENT SERVICES AND SUPPORT 

6.1 Study Advisors
The Study Advisors advise, guide, and refer individual 
students regarding study related matters. They are 
available to:
• help students to make a realistic personal study plan
• help students arrange additional (exam) facilities
•  inform and advise students about the study and exam 

regulations, Binding Study Advice, etc.
•  are the first point of contact when students (expect 

to) have study delay
• help students to improve study skills
•  point students in the right direction when they are 

unsure of who to turn to
• and more

Everything discussed with the Study Advisors is 
treated confidentially and respectfully, and they strive 
to be honest and transparent in their advice. They 
might refer students to other services or bodies within 
the university, such as the student counsellor, the 
student psychologist, the Board of Examiners, or the 
ombudsperson.

Some examples of matters that students can approach 
the Study Advisors for are:
•  I am doing two Bachelors at the same time and have 

an overlap in schedule 
• I have problems focusing on my studies
• I would like some additional challenges in my studies
• I have problems with time management
•  Something happened during my studies that makes 

me feel uncomfortable
• I am sick but I have a deadline /exam coming up
• I have dyslexia, can I get additional exam facilities?
•  On my way to a mandatory lecture, I fell off my bike 

and broke my arm
• I am pregnant / I have a child
•  I have a difficult home situation or in my family 

(medically, psychologically)
•  I have a medical/psychological condition which 

might hinder my studies
• I am struggling, but I am not sure who to turn to

If students believe that there is anything that might 
affect their studies, there are advised to contact the 
Study Advisors as soon as possible. 

Students can call the Study Advisors during their phone 
consultation hours, book an appointment or send 
them an email. Their contact details can be found here.

During the first year of their study, students will be 
hearing from the Study Advisors for the following: 
• September: Invitation for an introduction meeting
•  December, May, and July: Information about the 

Binding Study Advice procedure
•  May/June: Request to share the students’ study plan 

for the 2nd year of their studies

6.2 Studying with a disability
Studying with a disability may require additional time 
and effort. Find out what support is available at Leiden 
University and consider what might be helpful in your 
particular situation.

6.3 Study Coordinators
The study coordinators are an expert on all aspects 
of the study programme. If students have practical 
questions or concerns about the programme (for 
example about enrollments, grades or timetables), the 
student can contact the Study Coordinators by sending 
an e-mail to securitystudies.info@fgga.leidenuniv.nl.

6.4 Your Tutor for the Block
The role of a Tutor is to monitor the student’s academic 
progress, help them to achieve self-established academic 
goals they have set, by listening and offering advice on 
how to improve their academic performance further. 

There will be mandatory meetings between the Tutor 
and individual students arranged on the fourth week of 
the first academic block, and later in block 3. Outside 
of these scheduled meetings, do not hesitate to reach 
out to the Tutor for advice related to academics.

6.5 Student Mentor
Covid-19 has changed the academic world 
permanently. That is why we were committed to offer 
extra support for our new students in 2020. Due to its 
success and high appreciation we’re continuing this 
support. For the programme Security Studies, we have 
some enthusiastic and committed Student Mentors 
on stand-by to familiarise first-year students with 
university life, as well as studying and living in The 
Hague. They will act as a role model and a first point of 
contact. Student mentors will organise an online and 
offline programme focused on introducing students 
to Leiden University, creating social bonding and 
improving the wellbeing of the students.

https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/your-study-programme/contact-and-advice/study-adviser-or-coordinator/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&amp%3Bcd=security-studies-bsc&cd=security-studies-bsc#tab-2
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/support-and-well-being/study-guidance-and-support/studying-with-a-disability?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&cd=security-studies-bsc
mailto:securitystudies.info%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
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6.6 Student Counsellors
Student counsellors can answer questions and provide 
guidance in situations involving regulations and legal 
provisions. All meetings with student counsellors are 
strictly confidential.

Students can turn to a student counsellor with any 
questions or problems they might have concerning the 
following:

Exceptional circumstances*
• Combining studying with top-level sport
• Studying with a disability
•  Studying and pregnancy / studying with children

Academic delay*
• Delays to studies caused by personal circumstances
• Issues concerning binding study advice (BSA)
•  Support in cases of complaints and conflict

Financial matters
• Finances
• Obtaining funding
• Financial support for student board members

There are open consultation hours, when students can 
drop by for brief questions and advice. Short questions 
can be sent by e-mail. If more extensive advice or 
support is needed, for example a formal statement or 
mediation, please make an appointment with a student 
counsellor. This can be done either in Leiden or The 
Hague, via the online appointment system.

For more information on making appointments and 
relevant links, please see here.

6.7 Student Psychologists
To all students of Leiden University, the student 
psychologists can offer assistance and advice in both 
study-related and personal situations. This assistance 
can range from an initial consultation to short-term 
individual guidance or advice regarding arranging 
more specialist or long-term support. 

Students can make an appointment for a consultation in 
Leiden or The Hague by using the online appointment 
system. Alternatively, students can ask a question by 
email (not for making an appointment!). For more 
information on making appointments and relevant 
links, please see here.

If students experience severe psychological problems 
or feel an urgent need for psychological support, they 
are advised to contact their own GP directly. In case of 
emergency, call 112. 

6.8 Student Ombudsperson
The ombudsperson deals with complaints from 
students who feel they have been improperly treated 
by a university staff member or body. 

By improper treatment, is meant treatment that is 
unfair, contravenes regulations, shows a lack of respect, 
or is experienced as unpleasant or detrimental in some 
way by the student. The ombudsperson has a fully 
independent position within the university and a duty 
of confidentiality, which means that any complaint will 
be dealt with in strict confidence. 

Any student who feels that they have been improperly 
treated by a university staff member or body can 
request that their complaint be dealt with. Students 
can also submit a complaint after they have ended their 
studies, provided that the incident took place whilst 
they were a student. In all cases, the issue in question 
must have occurred no longer than twelve months ago.  
Students can also find the complaints procedure in the 
‘regulations relating to the ombudsperson’.

6.9 Student Support Services
Student Support Services is the place to go in case 
students have questions about the programme, 
studying or any other issues they can expect to 
encounter as a student. These include:
• Enrolment and de-registration
• Tuition fees
• Social lending system
• Exchange programmes
• Studying abroad
• Impending study delay

Students will also find professionals and organisations 
here that can provide specific support. Student support 
services can be found in the the campus in The Hague 
and on Plexus Student Centre in Leiden.

* In these cases, first speak to the Study Advisors.

https://fd24.formdesk.com/universiteitleiden/student-counsellors-contact
https://widget.onlineafspraken.nl/consumer/booking/book/key/hffm79svgt42-zffd40/at/97083,97082,97087,135026,135020,135032,97084,135023,135041,135038,135047,135059,135050,135068,135044,135053/rs/0/st/0/ln/1/l/11121/t/304/f/e0c010e/s/500_1500/o/theme:blue,dp:modern,interval:week/exclude/mobiledetect/output/html
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/study--studying/guidance--advice/study-guidance-and-advisors/student-counsellors/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=university&cd=guest
https://widget.onlineafspraken.nl/consumer/booking/book/key/hffm79svgt42-zffd40/at/139904,139916/rs/0/st/0/ln/1/l/11121/t/304/f/e0c010e/s/500_1500/o/theme:blue,dp:modern,interval:week/exclude/mobiledetect/output/js%22%3E%3C/script%3E
https://widget.onlineafspraken.nl/consumer/booking/book/key/hffm79svgt42-zffd40/at/139904,139916/rs/0/st/0/ln/1/l/11121/t/304/f/e0c010e/s/500_1500/o/theme:blue,dp:modern,interval:week/exclude/mobiledetect/output/js%22%3E%3C/script%3E
mailto:psychologen%40sea.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
mailto:psychologen%40sea.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/study--studying/guidance--advice/study-guidance-and-advisors/student-counsellors/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=university&cd=guest
https://www.organisatiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en/regulations/general/regulations-relating-to-the-ombudsperson
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/locations/wijnhaven#tab-1
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/locations/plexus-student-centre#tab-1
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6.10 Questions?

F I R S T ,  C H E C K

W H E T H E R  Y O U R

Q U E S T I O N  H A S  B E E N

A N S W E R E D  B E F O R E

I  H A V E  A  Q U E S T I O N !

I C T  S E R V I C E S ,  U S E R  A C C O U N T ,

E M A I L ,  P R I N T I N G ,  R E M O T E

A C C E S S ,  W I F I

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S :

C O U R S E S ,  E X A M S ,  G R A D E S ,  M O N E Y

M A T T E R S ,  S T U D E N T  L I F E ,  G U I D A N C E

F E E D B A C K  A B O U T  T H E

P R O G R A M M E ,  P R O C E S S I N G  O F

C O M P L A I N T S

UNIVERSITY

HELPDESK PORTAL

FACULTY

STUDENT CARE

PROGRAMME

COMMITTEE (OLC)

A C A D E M I C  Q U E S T I O N S  

A N D  P R O G R A M M E  C O N T E N T

S T U D Y  P L A N N I N G ,  S T U D Y

S K I L L S ,  P E R S O N A L

C I R C U M S T A N C E S ,  B I N D I N G

S T U D Y  A D V I C E ,  S T U D Y I N G

W I T H  A  D I S A B I L I T Y ,  E T C .

LECTURERS/

TUTORS

STUDENT MENTORS

STUDY/INTERNSHIP

COORDINATOR

P R A C T I C A L  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T

B R I G H T S P A C E ,  L U - C A R D ,  T H E  C L O S E S T

P O S T  O F F I C E  O R  N I C E S T  C A F É ,  E T C .

P R A C T I C A L  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T

G R A D E S ,  S C H E D U L E S ,

E L E C T I V E  S P A C E ,  I N T E R N S H I P S

A N D  C O M P L A I N T S

Y O U  C A N  C O N T A C T  Y O U R  S T U D Y

A D V I S O R S  F O R  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S

R E G A R D I N G  Y O U R  S T U D I E S  O R  W H E N

Y O U ’ R E  N O T  S U R E  W H O  T O  T U R N  T O .

T H E Y  C A N  D I R E C T  Y O U  T O  T H E  R I G H T

P E R S O N .  P L E A S E  K N O W  T H A T  A L L

M E E T I N G S  A R E  C O N F I D E N T I A L .

P LEASE  CONTACT  YOUR

PERSONAL  S TUDENT  MENTOR

P LEASE  CONTACT  YOUR

PERSONAL

L EC TURER / TUTOR

SECUR I T Y S TUD I E S . I N FO@ FGGA . L E I DENUN I V .NL

I SGA . S TUDYADV I SOR@ FGGA . L E I DENUN I V .NL

SECUR I T Y S TUD I E S -OLC@ FGGA . L E I DENUN I V .NL

B S c  S E C U R I T Y  S T U D I E S

STUDY ADVISORS

R E G I S T R A T I O N ,  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  E X A M

R E S U L T S ,  O R G A N I S A T I O N  O F  T E S T S

A N D  E X A M S ,  D I P L O M A  R E Q U E S T

EDUCATIONAL 

SERVICE CENTRE (OSC)

OSC . FGGA@ FGGA . L E I DENUN I V .NL
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https://helpdesk.universiteitleiden.nl/tas/public/login/saml
https://helpdesk.universiteitleiden.nl/
https://helpdesk.universiteitleiden.nl/
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7. STUDENT PARTICIPATION 

7.1 Evaluations
After the completion of every course on the programme, 
we provide students with the opportunity to give 
anonymous, constructive feedback. We use these 
evaluations to assess the quality of our teaching and 
identify areas to improve on for next year. In response, 
we strive to communicate how these evaluations have 
influenced our design decisions.

Completed evaluation forms are stored, unseen by the 
course instructor, into a sealed envelope, and delivered 
to the OSC with an accompanying student witness.

7.2 The OLC
The OLC (Opleidingscommissie) acts as a liaison 
between the student body and the BaSS programme. 
The OLC makes recommendations regarding the 
teaching quality and examination regulations, based 
on the students’ feedback from the evaluation surveys. 
Furthermore, the OLC actively searches for solutions 
to problems that students face during their studies. 
Students can be elected once a year to participate in the 
OLC and contribute to the quality of the programme.

To contact the OLC, please email 
securitystudies-olc@fgga.leidenuniv.nl 

7.3 Becoming a Student Ambassador
Student Ambassadors help recruit new undergraduate 
students. This entails, on the one hand, helping 
organise various activities for prospective students, 
and on the other hand, delivering presentations to 
prospective students at secondary schools and during 
open days. It is a varied job with many responsibilities 
and challenges. Student Ambassadors work for the 
Leiden University Faculty of Governance and Global 
Affairs (FGGA) and with the Institute for Security and 
Global Affairs (ISGA). They are also in close contact 
with the communication departments of Leiden 
University and the study coordinator of the BaSS.

7.4 Becoming a Student Information Officer
As a Student Information Officer, you will join the 
Student Ambassador & Student Information Officers 
team of BSc Security Studies. You provide information 
about the programme and student life during 
Experience Days, Open Days, student-for-a-day 
events and visits to high schools. You are in that role 
a representative of the programme and try to boost 
enthusiasm among potential students and their parents 
for both the programme and Leiden University. Keep 
an eye on the student website for vacancies. 

7.5 Becoming an Unibuddy
UniBuddy is an online platform that makes 
communication between prospective and current 
students easy. Prospective students get information 
from current students and a student's perspective on 
what studying at Leiden University really looks like. 
As an UniBuddy ambassador, you answer questions 
from potential students via the UniBuddy app on 
your phone, tablet or laptop. We would like UniBuddy 
ambassadors from different corners of the world and 
with different backgrounds. 

You can find UniBuddy on the homepage of Leiden 
University in the right corner: Chat with a Bachelor/
Master student and on this page you will find all 
UniBuddy ambassadors.

Do you want to be an Unibuddy? Please send an e-mail 
to communicatie@fgga.leidenuniv.nl.

mailto:securitystudies-olc%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/study-programmes/bachelor/security-studies/chat-with-a-student
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/study-programmes/bachelor/security-studies/chat-with-a-student
mailto:communicatie%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl.?subject=Unibuddy
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8. STUDENT LIFE 

8.1 Study Association - Custodia
L.S.A. Custodia is the study association for the 
Bachelor Security Studies and the Master Crisis and 
Security Management. In 2019-2020, the board and 
committee members set a good foundation for the 
association, and for the following years, they intend to 
organise great events for all new (and old) members of 
L.S.A Custodia. 

This association organises a wide variety of events, 
aimed at broadening the networks and scopes of their 
members. Events range from field trips and guest 
lectures to borrels (drinks) and movie nights. It aims 
at connecting the Bachelor and Master students, thus 
broadening their social networks. During their formal 
events, they aim at connecting the students with 
professionals in the field of safety and security. 

The association is daily led and run by the six-
member board and all the enthusiastic members of 
our committees. After becoming a member of L.S.A 
Custodia, students are encouraged to sign up for a 
committee that meets their interests and ambitions. 
Anyone is free to decide for themselves if they want 
to become an active member of L.S.A. Custodia. In 
case students only want to sign up to use the book 
discount, this is fine; if they only want to attend the 
borrels (drinks), that is fine too. Nothing is mandatory 
and it is up to the students to decide what they would 
like to get out of their membership. 

In order to reach out to L.S.A. Custodia, please do so 
via info@custodiathehague.com. 

8.2 Student and other associations
You can add an extra dimension to your student 
experience by becoming a member of a student 
association 

As well as the various student associations, you can 
also find an array of other associations and clubs in 
Leiden and The Hague for people with similar interests 
and backgrounds. 

8.3 Student Housing
Like many universities in the Netherlands, Leiden 
University does not have a central campus or 
student dormitories. Instead, our faculties are spread 
throughout the cities of Leiden and The Hague and 
students live in accommodation rented via housing 
associations and landlords. 

In general, students are expected to arrange their own 
housing. However, for international students, Leiden 
University Housing Office reserves a limited number 
of rooms each year for early applicants. The number 
of housing applications always greatly exceeds the 
number of reserved rooms. We therefore strongly 
recommend that prospective students also explore 
alternative ways of finding accommodation well before 
arriving in the Netherlands. 

Please visit this website to learn more.

Unfortunately, international students are sometimes 
targeted by scammers offering non-existent 
accommodation. Make sure you don’t fall victim to a 
rental scam by following the tips.

8.4 University Sports Centre
The University Sports Centre in Leiden offers a range 
of over 60 sports and group lessons, for example 
‘traditional’ sports such as judo, boxing and ballet, 
as well as more recent introductions such as hip-hop, 
riverdance and flamenco. The Beehive Student Centre 
in The Hague also includes the sports centre ‘The Buzz’, 
along with other facilities.

9. CONTACT US 

Please do not hesitate to reach out with additional 
questions, via 

securitystudies.info@fgga.leidenuniv.nl.

https://www.custodiathehague.com/
mailto:info%40custodiathehague.com?subject=
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/international-students/studying-at-leiden-university/student-life/student-associations
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/international-students/studying-at-leiden-university/student-life/student-associations
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/student-life/associations/alongside-your-studies/other-associations/governance-and-global-affairs/security-studies-bsc?cf=governance-and-global-affairs&cd=security-studies-bsc
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/international-students/prepare-your-stay/housing
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/international-students/prepare-your-stay/housing/finding-housing-yourself#watch-out-for-rental-scams
https://www.uscleiden.com/
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/locations/beehive-student-centre#tab-1
mailto:securitystudies.info%40fgga.leidenuniv.nl?subject=
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