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A short guide to a World Politics capstone 

April 2018  

 

This guide offers information to students of World Politics about the different types of 

capstone projects that are available within the major, potential research topics and suitable 

supervisors. It is important to note that, this guide supplements – yet does not replace –  the 

LUC Capstone Guidelines, as presented in the LUC Capstone Programme handbook.   

 

What topics are suitable for a capstone in World Politics? 

A capstone in Word Politics can be about any of the topics that are covered in the major, from 

International Relations and Diplomacy, Globalization Studies/Transnational Politics, Peace 

and Conflict Studies to International History; but not exclusively. As for choosing a topic, it 

may be tempting to pick one that is currently featuring in the news, however we encourage 

students to consider the lack of scholarly articles and high-quality data, which may pose 

serious obstacles to researching these topics or moving targets.  

 

What methodologies are suitable for a capstone in World Politics?  

In a capstone as throughout the major, we promote pluralism. This means no single 

methodological choice or approach is favoured over another. Students are advised to consider 

the full of range of approaches introduced in Political Research Methods, as well as in the 

other methodology courses. But whichever approach students choose, the capstone should 

identify and explicitly formulate one research question (and a small number of sub-questions 

if necessary) and analyse the question(s) by drawing on evidence or theoretical argument, or 

both. 

 

Different types of capstones within World Politics  

Within World Politics there are two different types of capstone theses: 

1. Conducting a critical literature review: 

This type of capstone includes critically interpreting and comprehensively 

summarizing existing literature on a topic. But it does not involve any data collection 

or analysis. 

 

2. Conducting an original piece of research which might contain primary and/or 

secondary data, or a theoretical discussion that is relevant to World Politics.  
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Primary data: 

• Conducting face-to-face interviews e.g. with elites, groups or individuals who are 

integral to your research; 

• Setting up and administering questionnaires; 

• Collecting archival data;  

• Conducting any field work that might include participant observation; 

Secondary data: 

• Analysing data sets that are available through a government website or other 

institutions like the UN, World Bank, IMF etc., or research projects like the 

Correlates of War.  

 

Theoretical discussion: 

• This could be on any IR, Political Theory or Political Science approach or 

approaches. 

 

When to start your capstone? 

When to start your capstone is up to you and your supervisor. It will very much depend on 

when you decide on a topic and find the appropriate person to supervise your project. Some 

students have a clear idea about their topic by the end of their second year, others will only 

decide at the beginning of their third year. Both are fine.  

However, if you would like to collect some primary data (e.g. interviews, questionnaires, 

archival data), it is important to start early. In this case, we recommend that you find a 

supervisor by the end of the second semester of your second year. This will allow you to 

collect data during the summer, or if you are a half-year student in the winter break, and if 

necessary repeat data collection.   

For those of you who are spending a semester abroad, we also strong recommend that you 

find a supervisor before you leave.  

Writing a good proposal takes time, so does data collection and analysis.   

 

Practical information  

Word limit:  

We recommend a word limit around 7,500 words for a World Politics capstone thesis but 

definitely no more than 10,000 words including footnotes, endnotes and bibliography.  This 

applies even if your capstone includes the analysis of primary data.   
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Capstone structure:  

The LUC Capstone Programme handbook identifies specific sections that you have to cover 

in your capstone proposal and your final thesis. It is important that you include those sections. 

Here, we offer you some further advice on how some of these sections should be covered for 

World Politics.  

The suggested structure would best apply to those who aim to write an original these or type 2 

as described on p1-2. 

1. Introduction: this needs to introduce the capstone topic and the puzzle that you are 

trying to solve. It should clearly identify the research question(s).  

2. Literature Review: this section needs to locate your capstone puzzle/topic by 

introducing the existing literature, and to demonstrate the research gap which your 

capstone thesis will contribute to fill, or bridge.  

3. Method/Methodology 

a. Research Question(s)  

b. Aims and Objectives: state how you will answer your research question(s) 

c. Hypothesis/hypotheses, but only if applicable. If you have a hypothesis or 

several hypotheses, you also need to identify and describe all your variables. 

4. Analytical chapter(s) 

5. Conclusion 

6. References 

7. Appendix: only if applicable, but if you conducted some interviews it is good practice 

to include your transcripts.  

Meetings:  

As per LUC Capstone Guidelines students can schedule four meetings in total with their 

supervisors. We would like to encourage you to submit to your supervisor draft proposals and 

chapters before these meetings, at least 36 hours in advance, to give your supervisors the 

chance to provide you with proper feedback. Supervisors may reserve their right to cancel 

meetings if students do not submit drafts before the meeting. 

Research ethics: 

There is now an LUC Research Ethics Committee. The committee members are currently 

working on the LUC Research Guidelines. Before these guidelines are approved, students 

have to discuss any ethical considerations or dilemmas with their supervisors, and they must 

follow their advice.  

Referencing: 

We do not stipulate which referencing system you use but we expect students to be consistent 

and not to mix them. We also recommend that you use some kind of a software to help you 

with citation and reference management. Workshops on reference management will be 

offered regularly at LUC, facilitated by the Brill-Nijhoff Writing Center.  
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Potential supervisors  

Finding the right supervisor is vital for a good capstone. When approaching a potential 

supervisor, we encourage students to consider not only their research interests but also the 

methodological approaches they take. To help you with identifying a possible supervisor and 

topic here is the list of World Politics faculty who are available for supervision:  

• Dr Laurens van Apeldoorn 

• Dr Edmund Frettingham 

• Dr Beatrix Futak-Campbell 

• Dr Kai Hebel 

• Prof Jaap de Hoop Scheffer (open for consultation)  

• Dr Jay Huang 

• Mr Aernout van Lynden 

• Dr Ingrid Samset 

• Prof Giles Scott-Smith 

• Dr Maja Vodopivec 

Below you will find an introduction to each of these Word Politics faculty members, 

including examples of previous capstone topics. This will help you identify a potential 

supervisor. 

It is possible to be supervised by any other professor from LUC or from Leiden University; 

provided that the professor in question has the expertise in the topic that you capstone thesis 

covers, and that they are willing to supervise you. Students who opt for external supervision 

have to make their own arrangement, but please note that all external supervisors (just like 

internal ones) have to be approved by the Capstone coordinator.   
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Dr Laurens van Apeldoorn 

Research interests 

• Political philosophy 

• History of political thought 

• Sovereignty 

• International taxation 

• Political legitimacy 

Dr Apeldoorn offers supervision on a wide variety of topics please check his LUC webpage 

for more information:  https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/laurens-van-

apeldoorn/publications#tab-1  

  

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/laurens-van-apeldoorn/publications#tab-1
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/laurens-van-apeldoorn/publications#tab-1
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Dr Edmund Frettingham  

Research interests 

• Religion in International Relations, especially Christian Politics, Muslim Politics, 

Approaches to the study of religion and politics, and Politics of secularism and 

religion 

• Critical Security Studies, especially theories of security, and ethics and politics of 

peace and security 

• Ethics of war 

• IR Theory 

Background 

I work with interpretive (post-positivist) approaches to explore topics in two broad areas: 

critical security studies, and religion in world politics. I am particularly interested in the 

historical, cultural, and philosophical roots of how we think about both security and religion 

in contemporary politics. This involves identifying and denaturalising the implicit theories 

and background understandings that shape contemporary political approaches to these issues, 

opening them up to critical scrutiny and political debate about their implications. Much of my 

work has focused on (1) how mainstream understandings of security and religion in IR are 

indebted to specific, Western traditions of thought, and (2) how the universalist claims of 

mainstream IR and security theory are challenged by religious and non-Western alternatives.  

Current projects 

I am working on a number of small projects related to: ideas about ethics in critical security 

studies; the relationship between human security and ideas about civil society; and the 

concept of ‘religion’ in IR. I am in the early stages of a larger project on post-western ethics 

of war (with Dr Jay Hwang), and the very early stages of a project on international order in 

20th century Christian political thought.  

Examples of recent capstone projects 

• An Investigation Into The Relationship Between Religion And Politics Within 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

• Wahhabism and the Protection of Saudi Interests: the Feasibility of Using Islamism as 

a Foreign Policy Strategy. 

• The impact of the Iran-Iraq war on the consolidation of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

• State of Emergency: The Changing Israeli Policy Towards Palestininan Stone 

Throwers. 

• The Securitization of Migration in the UK: In Response to the Mediterranean Crisis. 

• A Foucauldian discourse analysis of the concept of Iranian’s women’s rights through 

the study of 20th century literature 

For publications:   https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/edmund-

frettingham/publications#tab-3   

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/edmund-frettingham/publications#tab-3
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/edmund-frettingham/publications#tab-3
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Dr Beatrix Futak-Campbell 

Research interests 

• IR theory especially critical theory, practice theory and poststructuralism  

• Global IR/post-Western IR 

• EU Foreign Policy 

• Russian Foreign Policy 

• EU migration/refugee crises  

Background 

My research focus has been on IR theory, EU/Russia relations, Global IR/post-Western IR, 

methods to study IR and migration. My first monograph is ‘Practising EU Foreign Policy: 

Russia and Eastern Neighbours’ (Manchester University Press). My second book is on 

‘Theories and Methods in IR’ (Palgrave). I recently published a methodological piece in 

Applied Linguistics and Professional Practice. 

Current projects 

1. I have been working on the value based assumptions that underpin foreign policy 

practices. I build on political theory approaches and apply to human security and how 

these this concept is viewed by EU, Chinese and Russian foreign policy. 

2. I was awarded a NIAS-KNAW grant for 2017/18 for a project titled: Reading and 

Narrating the Migration/Refugee Crisis. I am currently working on different outputs 

from this project including a board game.  

Examples of recent capstones: 

• Examining Normative power Turkey in the cases of Syria and the Egyptian Muslim 

Brotherhood 

• The Metamorphosis of Political Practice in Western Europe: How Populist 

performances Renegotiate Competence in Political Conduct 

• The Construction of a European Foreign and Security Actor: Analysing Practices of 

Presidential Agenda-Setting in the EU under the Treaty of Nice (2003-2009) 

• The Refugee Crisis: Discourse Analysis, Securitization of Migrations/Refugees, who 

are currently streaming across European borders and political narratives of Hungary 

and Slovakia. 

• Pacific Indigenous Art on Climate Change as Aesthetic Subjects 

• A Confucian Drive in Contemporary China's foreign policy 

For publications: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/beatrix-campbell - tab-1 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/beatrix-campbell#tab-1


9 
 

Dr Kai Hebel 

Research interests 

• Inter-state conflict 

• Diplomacy 

• International history 

• Political culture 

 

Background 

My primary research interest is inter-state conflict – the traditional heartland of the discipline 

of International Relations – and why, how and when rival governments use coercion and/or 

diplomacy to achieve their goals. I study international rivalries mainly because I want to 

understand the conditions under which states employ coercive and/or non-coercive strategies 

and because I seek to identify the conditions under which diplomacy can lead to cooperative 

outcomes. To achieve these goals, I conduct theory-guided, empirical research. I mostly study 

historical cases because reliable and detailed evidence is rare for contemporary conflicts and I 

do not want to just speculate about why state A did x to state B (I leave this to journalists and 

to pundits on TV). As Mark Twain famously said, ‘History doesn’t repeat itself, but it does 

rhyme.’ 

Current projects 

1. A book-length study of the diplomatic management of the Cold War, which is based 

on extensive interviews and archival research conducted on three continents. 

2. A set of articles on the diplomatic management, de-escalation and transformation of 

international rivalries, e.g. US-Iran, which will include the regional security 

dimension that is often overlooked. 

3. An edited volume on the diplomacy of Henry Kissinger, one of the most controversial 

foreign policymakers in modern history. 

 

Examples of recent capstones: 

• Genuine Rapprochement or Power Politics in Disguise? US Foreign Policy, the Soviet 

Union, and the German Question, 1989-1990 

• New Films, Old Wars? An Analysis of the Depiction of New Wars in Contemporary 

Film 

• What Does War Sound Like? The Impact of Popular Culture on Soldiers’ Morale 

• The Rise of South African Diplomatic Power: The Case of COP21 

• Classic Strategic Writers in the Dutch Military Academy 

• The Changing Face of the Caliphate: How Exogenous Military Pressure Has 

Transformed the Islamic State’s Military Strategy 

 

For publications: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/kai-

hebel/publications#tab-3   

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/kai-hebel/publications#tab-3
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/kai-hebel/publications#tab-3
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Dr Jay Huang 

Research Topics: 

• International Relations of East Asia   

• Nations and nationalism  

  

Background: 

I am interested in the ways in which state identity has been constituted either by domestic 

norms and culture, or through processes of differentiation vis-a-vis ‘Others’, and as 

constitutive of interests in turn causing behaviour.   

 

Current Projects: 

I have three main projects at the moment. One concerns the ways in which the territorial 

disputes in the East and South China Seas intersect with broader ontological security concerns 

animating contemporary politics in China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and ASEAN member states. 

The second project is a study of the moral and ethical issues raised by contemporary warfare 

from non-Western perspectives. The third project aims to answer the call to seriously engage 

with how human security is understood differently throughout the world.  

 

Examples of recent capstones: 

• Chinese Development In Tibet: Portrayed And Perceived  

• The Road To Great Power: Chinese Great Power Discourse In The One Belt One Road 

• The One Belt One Road Initiative, The Return Of The Chinese Tributary System 

• A Systems Approach To Moving Beyond The Right To Self-Determination As A Right 

To Secession  

• Nationalism In Polyethnic Nation-States: An Analysis Of Nation-Building Efforts 

Through Educational Policy In The Netherlands 

• Collective Forgetting In The Netherlands. Remembering The Indonesian Independence 

War 

 

For publications: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/jay-

huang/publications#tab-3  

  

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/jay-huang/publications#tab-3
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/jay-huang/publications#tab-3
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Mr Aernout van Lynden 

Research interests 

• Journalism 

• War Studies 

Mr van Lynden offers supervision on a wide variety of topics please check his LUC webpage 

for more information: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/aernout-van-

lynden#tab-1  

 

  

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/aernout-van-lynden#tab-1
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/aernout-van-lynden#tab-1
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Dr Ingrid Samset 

Research topics 

• Armed conflict 

• Transitions from war and authoritarian rule 

• Peacebuilding and statebuilding 

• Transitional justice 

• Human rights and rights practice 

• Security and securitisation 

• African politics 

 

Background 

I am a comparative political scientist studying dynamics of security, justice and political 

reform in transitions from violent conflict. I have conducted field research in Angola, DR 

Congo and Sri Lanka. I am trained in qualitative research design and have extensive 

experience from collective interview data and conducting impact evaluations in contexts 

marked by poverty, socio-economic inequality and conflict. At LUC, I teach as part of the WP 

and the IJ majors. 

 

Current project 

• The comparative politics of peacebuilding 

 

Examples of recent capstones 

• Human trafficking by UN peacekeepers: Mapping the legal terrain 

• The impact of post-war trials on societal recognition: The case of post-WWII 

Germany 

• Land rights disputes and indigenous mobilization in Guatemala 

• Reparations and development: A comparative study of the impact of reparations 

programmes in post-conflict development 

 

For publications: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/ingrid-

samset/publications#tab-3 

 

 

 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/ingrid-samset/publications#tab-3
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/ingrid-samset/publications#tab-3


13 
 

Prof. Giles Scott-Smith 

Research Topics 

• Transatlantic Relations in 20th C 

• Propaganda/Public Diplomacy (Global) 

• Diplomacy / Diplomatic Relations of State / Non-State Actors (Global) 

 Background 

For many years I taught IR but researched in History, and as a result I mix IR thinking with 

Diplomatic History subjects, allowing for the use of social science methods in historical 

research. I am interested in state-to-state and state-nonstate relations in foreign policy / the 

international system. My recent publications have focused on transnational anti-communist 

networks during the Cold War, the role of the US Embassy in Dutch politics/society since 

1945, and the efforts of the United States to improve its international image following the 

Vietnam War.  

Current projects 

I have two main projects at the moment. One concerns the activities to promote the UN during 

WW II through the establishment of a public relations/propaganda campaign, run by the UN 

Information Organisation (actually the first part of the UN apparatus to actually use the UN 

label, from 1942). This looks at the 'contest' between Britain and the United States over who 

would run this campaign, and how it aimed to 'sell' the new UN organisation to publics so 

soon after the inability of the League of Nations to prevent war. The other project concerns 

the 'private diplomacy' of the Amsterdam businessman Ernst van Eeghen, who was able to set 

himself up as an East-West intermediary on security issues in the 1980s, outside of the 

ministries of foreign affairs. This is an interesting case of a non-state actor being involved in 

'high politics' between the Cold War superpowers. 

 Examples of recent capstones 

• Russian Hybrid Warfare: Understanding the Gerasimov Doctrine and its implications 

for Western security 

• Alternative Diplomacy: The West Eastern Divan Orchestra in the Israel-Palestine 

Conflict 

• Latin America: The Crossroad of Christianity - The effect of religious competition in 

Argentina and Brazil on government endorsement of the Roman Catholic Church  

• The Functioning of Dutch Diplomatic Representatives in Spain in relation to the 

'Englandvaarders', 1940-1945 

• Names of Power, and the Power of Names: The relevance of political dynasties for the 

democratic legitimacy of the United States of America 

• The Ideological Origins of Nationalist Populism in Contemporary Europe 

For publications:  https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/giles-scott-

smith/publications#tab-4  

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/giles-scott-smith/publications#tab-4
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/giles-scott-smith/publications#tab-4
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Dr Maja Vodopivec 

Research interest 

• Institutions of liberal democracy in post-conflict setting (power-sharing, elections, 

parliamentarism, presidentialism, federalism) 

• Systems Approaches in Peacebuilding and Development 

• Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation of Peacebuilding and Development Projects 

• Collective Memory and The Politics of Memory 

• Asian Area Studies  

• Conflict in Balkans 

Background 

I am trained interdisciplinary in Peace and Conflict Studies and in Area Cultural Studies. I 

teach 2 courses in PCS track of the WP major and The Politics of Memory in HD major.  

Current projects 

• War Childhood Memory 

• Post-3.11 Japan 

• Legacy of 1968 in Japan and the world 

Examples of recent capstones 

• The Foreign Policy Dilemma: the impact of international sanctions on the 

development of civil society and democracy in Myanmar  

• The failures of democratization in post-intervention Libya: causes of the ongoing 

instability 

• Peace Talks Between Afghan Government and the Taliban in a Changing Regional 

Security Context 

• Countering Islamic Radicalism? On the promotion of Sufism in Contemporary 

Morocco  

• An Evaluation Of The Effectiveness Of Surgical Drone Strikes In Combating 

Terrorism In Pakistan 

• Institution(al) Matters?: on Representational and Autonomous Logics of Institutions 

and their Impact on Past, Present and Future Research 

 

For publications: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/maja-

vodopivec/publications#tab-3  

 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/maja-vodopivec/publications#tab-3
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/maja-vodopivec/publications#tab-3

