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This document is intended to provide information on the following: 

 the different types of capstone projects and topics for such projects that can be pursued 

within the IJ major; and 

 the process of finding a suitable supervisor. 

  

Please note that this guide supplements, but does not replace, the LUC Capstone Guidelines, which 

are given in the LUC Capstone Handbook. These are available on the Capstone Blackboard site.  

  

  

What types of capstones can be pursued within International Justice? 

 

Within IJ there are generally three types of capstone, namely: a doctrinal analysis, a literature review, 

and a data analysis. However, regardless of whichever approach students choose, the capstone 

should identify and explicitly formulate a research question (or at most a small number of sub-

questions, if necessary) and analyze the questions by drawing on evidence or theoretical argument, 

or both.   

 

 

1. Doctrinal analysis. 

This type of Capstone interprets and analyses primary legal sources (e.g., statutes, 

constitutions, treaties, case law) and secondary legal sources (e.g., articles from academic 

journals, treatises), as well as other relevant  scholarly work (to put the law ‘in context’), on a 

specific topic, summarizes the debate and puts forward a coherent argument developed by 

the student. This type of capstone is oriented towards law and law commentaries such as 

articles and case notes in peer-review academic journals. 

 

2. Literature review.  

This type of Capstone summarizes and synthesizes existing scholarly work on a specific 

topic, and develops new insights and interpretations. 

 

3. Data analysis: collecting primary data and/or working with secondary data.  

This type of Capstone develops an original argument supported by qualitative evidence or 

illustrative narrative. You may collect original data (or ‘primary’ data), by e.g conducting 

interviews or a survey. If you plan to collect primary data, please note that you will require 

ethical approval from the LUC Ethics Advisory Board prior to starting the data collection 

process. Please consult the document LUC Capstone: Ethics in Research (available on the 

Capstone Blackboard site), and raise any further questions you may have on this with your 
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supervisor. We also strongly urge you to take the course Qualitative Research 

Methods, to ensure that you have the skills to engage in such research. 

 

As an alternative to collecting original primary data, you may use existing data (or ‘secondary’ 

data), e.g. data found in a UN or a jurisprudence database, or databases produced by 

government agencies, archives, and/or other institutions. 

 

Whether you collect original data or work with secondary data that is already available, the 

process will involve selection of particular data sources and subjecting them to analysis using 

particular methods. This data analysis component is thus what distinguishes this type of 

Capstone from a doctrinal analysis or literature review (type 1 and 2 above). Having said this, 

a data analysis will typically also include a review of the literature that is relevant for framing 

the question about which data is generated and analyzed. A doctrinal analysis may at times 

also be supported by these types of data.  

  

 

What types of capstones are written per track? 

 

By way of example, some titles of capstones and their types are outlined per core track below. 

Students may also choose to pursue a capstone that is linked to the co-convened GED/IJ or 

Gender Studies tracks. Please note that specific capstone models are not exclusive to specific tracks 

within the major. The nature of your research question will influence which type and methods are 

most relevant. As illustrated below, many capstones use a mix of doctrinal analysis and/or literature 

review, and/or data analysis.  

 

 

Track 1: International Law 

 

● Title: Considering the protection of the outer space environment and the prospect of space 

mining. Type: Doctrinal analysis and data analysis. 

● Title: The inadequacies of the international legal framework in mitigating microplastic 

contamination of the High Seas. Type: Doctrinal analysis, literature review and data analysis. 

● Title: Filling in the loop: corporate criminal liability for international crimes. Type: Doctrinal 

analysis. 

● Title: Can the international criminal court compel medical humanitarian organizations to 

cooperate in its investigations and proceedings? Type: Doctrinal analysis.   

  

Track 2: Human Rights and Society 

 

 Title: Deterring anti-LGBTI laws in Russia. Type: Doctrinal analysis.   
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 Title: The race to violence: Examining racial biases in police behaviour in the United States 

of America. Type: Literature review.  

 Title: Assessing the Legal and Political Terrain of UN Peacekeeper Accountability. Type: 

Doctrinal analysis, literature review and data analysis 

 Title: The translation of international indigenous rights into local contexts: a case study of 

ecotourism involving the Ju’Hoan San of the Nye Nye Conservancy in Namibia. Type: 

Doctrinal analysis, literature review and data analysis. 

 

Track 3: Statehood and Integration 

 

 Title: The neighbourhood competence: On how Article 8 TEU affects the role of soft law in 

the relationship between the EU and its neighbours. Type: Doctrinal analysis. 

 Title: Judicial activism or overreach: the development of the right to livelihood under Article 

21 of the Indian Constitution by the Supreme Court of India. Type: Doctrinal analysis.  

 Title: Difficulties in providing solidarity and responsibility sharing under the common 

European Asylum System. Type: Doctrinal analysis, literature review and data analysis.  

  

When does the capstone start? 

This depends on the student and the nature of the research project. Some students have a clear idea 

about their topic by the end of their second year, others will only decide at the beginning of their 

third year. Both are fine.  

 

However, if you would like to collect primary data, it is important to start early. If you start before 

the end of your 2nd year, you may have the opportunity to collect data during the summer break. 

Alternatively, data may be collected during the winter break in Year 3. If you intend to collect data, 

we strongly advise you to complete this process by the beginning of Semester 2 of Year 3, to allow 

enough time for transcription, analysis, and write up. 

  

If you intend to study abroad, we strongly recommend that you find a supervisor and discuss your 

capstone topic with your supervisor before you leave. 

  

  

Practical tips: 

● Take the course Legal Methods Lab as early as you can in your 2nd year (i.e. Semester 1), as it 

offers foundational skills in the major, especially if you plan to write a doctrinal analysis. You 

should aim to have all your method courses taken by the end of the 2nd year. 

● Discuss the referencing system you will use in your capstone with your supervisor at an early 

stage. In particular for a doctrinal analysis, it is recommendable that you use a system that 

specifically caters to primary legal sources (e.g. OSCOLA). Also, we recommend that you 
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use reference software such as Endnote, Mendeley or Zotero – it will save you time. 

Workshops are offered regularly at LUC facilitated by the Brill-Nijhoff Writing Centre.  

● As per the LUC Capstone Guidelines, students can schedule four meetings in total with their 

capstone supervisor. We encourage you to submit draft proposals/outlines/chapters to your 

supervisor before these meetings, so that your supervisor has time to read and provide 

feedback on your work. For guidance as to how long in advance of the meeting you need to 

submit your drafts, please ask your supervisor. Please note that supervisors reserve their 

right to cancel the meeting if students do not submit drafts prior to the meeting.  

● We recommend a word limit of around 8,000 words for an IJ capstone thesis, but definitely 

no more than 10,000 words, including footnotes/bibliography.  
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Who can you work with? 

The core IJ team at LUC comprises the following staff members: 

● Dr. Hanne Cuyckens 

● Dr. Joris Larik 

● Dr. Darinka Piqani 

● Dr. Ingrid Samset 

● Dr. Dan Saxon 

● Dr. Bríd Walsh 

  

Below you will be introduced to each of these International Justice faculty members including 

examples of previous capstone topics. This will help you identify a potential supervisor.  

 

In addition to the core IJ team, we also have a team of external staff members who contribute to the 

curriculum here at LUC. You can also request that one of these external staff members supervise 

your Capstone project, provided that the professor in question has the expertise in the area of your 

capstone topic and is willing to supervise you. Students who opt for external supervision must make 

their own arrangements, and please note that all external supervisors (just like internal ones) must be 

approved beforehand by the Capstone coordinator.   
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Dr. Hanne Cuyckens  

Research topics of interest: 

 Legal challenges related to contemporary forms of armed conflict 
 Terrorism and foreign fighters 
 Questions of legitimacy of foreign intervention  
 Contemporary issues of international criminal law 
 Development and rule of law 

Background: 

My main areas of expertise are international humanitarian law, international criminal law and 

international human rights law. My PhD dealt with a very particular type of armed conflict, namely 

military occupation. My current research interest focusses on the issue of foreign fighters and mainly 

on the challenges raised by the prosecution of returning foreign fighters. This topic is particularly 

interesting given that it combines all three areas of expertise as highlighted above.  

 

Examples of previous theses: 

 The legitimacy of the fight against IS in Syria  
 After Dabiq: addressing international crimes in the post-ISIS scenario 
 Dominic Ongwen and the Fallacy of the Victim-Perpetrator Binary” 
 Bringing occupation into the 21st century: the effective implementation of occupation by 

proxy 
 The legitimacy of signature strikes in Pakistan 
 “My hand are red as yours” Dutch Complicity in the US drone strikes by sharing intelligence  
 On the impunity of private military companies 
 Can FIFA as a legal person be held criminally liable under public international law for being 

complicit in the use of forced labour by companies contracted to build the stadiums for the 
World Cup of 2022 in Qatar?  
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Dr. Joris Larik 

Research topics of interest: 

 Comparative, EU, and International Law 

 EU Foreign Policy 

 “Brexit” 

 Regional Organizations in the International (Legal) Order 

 Global Governance Reform (legal-institutional perspectives) 

  

Background: 

My background is in law and international relations. My research focusses of the law of external 

relations of the EU and other regional organizations (e.g. ASEAN), as well as legal-institutional 

questions of global governance. I am interested in doctrinal capstone projects in the areas of 

comparative, EU, and international law, including on new case law, legislation, and treaties. At LUC, 

I teach Constitutions and Constitutionalism in a Globalizing World, Foreign Relations Law, Legal Methods Lab, 

Global Challenges: Peace & Justice, and Law of the Sea in the IJ major. 

 

Current projects:  

 Forms of Foreign Policy Collaboration in the Unravelled Transatlantic Space 

 EU Foreign Policy & Brexit 

 Comparative Foreign Relations Law 

 Justice & Security in an Undergoverned World 

Examples of previous capstone projects: 

1. The neighbourhood competence: On how Article 8 TEU affects the role of soft law in the 

relationship between the EU and its neighbours 

2. ‘Fleeing from Untenable Environmental Conditions: Protecting Persons Displaced by the Effects 

of Climate Change in the International Legal System’  

3. Judicial Activism or Overreach – The Development of the Right to Livlihood under Article 21 of 

the Indian Constitution by the Supreme Court of India 

4. The Australian policy on mandatory detention of unlawful asylum seekers and refugees:  

Systematic Human Rights violations amounting to crimes against humanity? 

  

Selected publications:  

 Joris Larik, Foreign Policy Objectives in European Constitutional Law (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2016) 

 Joris Larik, ‘Critiquing TTIP: Systemic Consequences for Global Governance and the Rule 

of Law’, Legal Issues of Economic Integration, Vol. 43, No. 4 (2016), pp. 423-436 

 Joris Larik, ‘The Kadi Saga as a Tale of “Strict Observance” of International Law: 

Obligations Under the UN Charter, Targeted Sanctions and Judicial Review in the European 

Union’, Netherlands International Law Review, Vol. 61, No. 1 (2014), pp. 23-42 
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More info: 

For a complete list of publications click here.  

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/brid-walsh/publications#tab-3
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/brid-walsh/publications#tab-3
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Dr. Darinka Piqani  

Research topics 

 European Union Law with special interest in European constitutional law, the internal 
market of the EU, the relation between EU law and national legal orders 

 Courts  

 The constitutional implications of Brexit in the EU 

 EU integration in the Western Balkans   

 Fundamental rights from a European and international perspective  

 Comparative constitutional law  
 

 

Background 

I have a background in European Union law and comparative constitutional law. My main research 

focuses generally, on the relation between the EU and Member States and more specifically, on the 

relation between EU law and constitutions in the EU Member States. At LUC, I teach Sovereignty 

and Statehood, Structure and Functioning of the EU, Comparative and Legal Economic Integration 

and, International and Regional Human Rights. I am interested in supervising capstones on topics 

on EU law (including Brexit), comparative integration, human rights and comparative constitutional 

law.  

 

Current projects 

 Legal assessment of protection of national identity in the European Union  

 Judicial deference in the context of the Euro crisis 

 The European Arrest Warrant as a challenge to the level of protection of fundamental rights 

in the Member States of the EU 

 The application of EU law in the pre-accession stage in candidate countries in the Western 

Balkans  

  

Examples of recent capstones 

 Closing the accountability gap: Human Rights and Multinational Corporations 

 Increasing Existing Legal Channels to Immigration for Refugees : A Way Out of the EU 

Unequal Burden Sharing Situation and the Fight against Human Smuggling 

 LGBT Asylum Seekers: The Implementation of International and EU Asylum Law in 

Domestic Asylum Policy 

 

More info: 

For a complete list of publications click: here.  

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/darinka-piqani/publications#tab-3
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Dr Ingrid Samset 

Research topics 

 Armed conflict 

 Transitions from violent conflict 

 Peacebuilding and statebuilding 

 Transitional justice 

 Human rights and rights practice 

 Security and securitisation 

 African politics 

 

Background 

I am a comparative political scientist studying dynamics of security, justice and political reform in 

transitions from violent conflict. I have conducted field research in Angola, DR Congo and Sri 

Lanka. I am trained in qualitative research design and have extensive experience from collective 

interview data and conducting impact evaluations in contexts marked by poverty, socio-economic 

inequality and conflict. At LUC, I teach as part of the WP and the IJ majors. 

 

Current projects 

 The comparative politics of peacebuilding 

 Memorialisation between recognition and reconciliation 

 

Examples of recent capstones 

 Human trafficking by UN peacekeepers: Mapping the legal terrain 

 The impact of post-war trials on societal recognition: The case of post-WWII Germany 

 Land rights disputes and indigenous mobilization in Guatemala 

 Reparations and development: A comparative study of the impact of reparations 
programmes in post-conflict development 

 

For publications: here 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/ingrid-samset/publications#tab-3
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Dr. Bríd Walsh 

Research topics of interest: 

 Energy and climate policy 

 Energy citizenship 

 Community and rural development 

 Sustainable development policy-making in tourism 

  

Background: 

My research interests focus on energy and society interactions (e.g. the formation of stakeholder 

perceptions towards infrastructure projects), energy policy, community development and 

ecotourism. Recent projects have explored the formation of community attitudes towards proposed 

large scale infrastructure, the meaning of ‘community’ within community energy development 

projects, and the formation of regional identity through tourism campaigns. I am interested in 

projects that employ qualitative (interviews/thematic analysis etc.) and quantitative (survey/or GIS) 

methodologies, in addition to literature reviews. At LUC, I teach in both the IJ (International 

Environmental Law) and EES (Energy and Resource Management and Energy, Environment and Sustainability) 

majors.  

  

Current projects: 

 Exploring the rights and responsibilities of communities within infrastructure planning 

processes. This is linked to the concept of environmental justice. 

 Defining ‘energy citizenship’ and exploring the concept in practice in The Hague. 

 What does ‘community’ mean in the context of renewable developments?  

 Exploring identity construction along the Wild Atlantic Way coastal tourism drive in Ireland. 

 Indigenous rights, resources and international environmental law. 

  

Examples of previous capstone projects: 

 Powering Dutch wind energy: perspectives of a collaborative wind energy project  

 The translation of international indigenous rights into local contexts: a case study of 

ecotourism involving the Ju’Hoan San of the Nye Nye Conservancy in Namibia. 

 The safety of Deepwater oil exploration and production in the US 

 The effect of community engagement on the perceptions of mining: A case study from SE  

Australia. 

 The road to Paris: How contributions to the Green Climate Fund are essential for a 

successful agreement at the 21st conference of parties in Paris. 

 The inadequacies of the international legal framework in mitigating microplastic 

contamination of the High Seas.  

  

More info: 

For publications click here. 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/brid-walsh/publications#tab-3
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/brid-walsh/publications#tab-3
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Dr. Dan Saxon 

Research Topics of Interest: 

 Impunity and International Criminal Law 

 History of International Criminal Law 

 Autonomous Weapons and International Law 

 Human Dignity and International Law 

 Modern Challenges in International Humanitarian Law 

 The War on Terror and International Human Rights Law 

 

Background: 

Prior to commencing an academic career, I spent many years investigating and prosecuting persons 

responsible for gross violations of human rights in places like Guatemala and the former Yugoslavia.   

This work enabled me to develop expertise in international criminal law, international human rights 

law and international humanitarian law (also known as the “law of armed conflict” and “the law of 

war.”    My current research focuses on topics pertaining to these fields of international law.  For 

example, I recently completed a PhD dissertation concerning the use of autonomous weapons and 

international law and I am doing research on the concept of “impunity.” 

 

Current Projects: 

 Autonomous Weapons and Human Dignity 

 Does Impunity Matter? 

 The Law of Srebrenica 

 

Examples of Previous Capstone Projects: 

 Can the international criminal court compel medical humanitarian organizations to 

cooperate in its investigations and proceedings? 

 Germany’s Data Retention Law and Its Compliance with the Basic Law for the Federal 

Republic of Germany and European Human Rights Law 

 Normalising the Exception:  The Legal of the French State of Emergency Under the 

European Convention on Human Rights 

 The ICRC’s Mandate to Visit Detainees in Non-International Armed Conflict:  

Reformulating ICRC Customary Rule 124B 

 

More info: 

For publications click here.  

 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/dan-saxon/publications#tab-3

