Summary of the Addendumtothe IPRguideline, version 22 July 2021

Great idea— now what?
Use the guidance below to check whetheryou’re freeto market yourideayourself, orin other words:
whetheryou ownthe intellectual property rights (IPR) to the idea.

During your studies, you may have to establish the ownership of IPR. To head off any disputes, you'll
need to conclude agreements before starting an internship, study activity or research project. This
way, you’ll know what your rights are if an invention, design or ideaturn outs to be the answer to an
economicor social need.

Studentsregularly come up with inventions, concepts, software ortheses (hereinafterjointly referred to
as ‘ideas’) that are of interest to existing companies or may form the basis for a start-up. Such ideas are
valuable:the application of knowledge (including academic knowledge) can boost the economy and help
addresssocial issues. Your university or university medical centre (UMC) will be happy to encourage
them. To this end, the previouslyissued IPR guideline for universitystart-ups has been updated to clarify
therulesforstudentsinthe form of an Addendumto the IPR guidelineforstudents.

Take action: conclude IPR agreementsin good time

If you as a studentcome up with an ideaoutside the framework of aninternship or research project, the
rightsto it belongto you. If you come up with the ideatogetherwith someone else, it’s likely that you
share the rights. However, if you come up with the ideawhile doingan internship orresearch project,
otherarrangements may apply.

Who decides what happensto yourinternship or project outcome in such cases? Who sharesin the
profits, ifany? In other words: who owns the IPR? You? Your university or UMC? Or the organisation
where youdid yourinternship? Make sure to clarify thisin good time, so that you know what your rights
are. Your knowledge institution will help by providing you with information as well as practical support.

1 Before youstart yourinternship orresearch project, check your IPR position: what is laid
downinyour internship or project contract?

2. Read the Addendum. Also visit the student website for specificand practical IPR
information.

3. Always conclude clear agreements with your knowledge institution (and/orthe relevant

third party) and record themin writing.
To discuss IPRagreements, contact your Leiden University internship coordinator.

Please note: the Addendum stipulates that you must cooperate with the conclusion of ag reements on
this matter.

Who owns the IPR?

By law, the creator of an invention, design, software, thesis of otherideagenerally owns the IPRto it
him- or herself. However, there are some exceptions, which apply to both employees andinterns atan
institution.

Intern/trainee: usually no IPR
Ifyou’re anintern, the IPRusually don’tbelongtoyou. In principle, these belongto the knowledge
institution orexternal organisation whereyou do yourinternship. Read the Addendum to find out why.


https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/ul2student/career-services/addendum-to-the-set-of-guidelines-dealing-with-ipr-and-students.pdf
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/internship-career--work/internships/intellectual-property-rights
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/ul2student/career-services/addendum-to-the-set-of-guidelines-dealing-with-ipr-and-students.pdf

The internship organisation may deviatefromthisrule, so check and discuss the IPR agreementsinyour
internship contract.

Research or graduation project: record the IPR

If you as a studentjoinaresearch projectthatisn’tan internship, you should conclude agreements and
record theminwriting before you start. Will you transferthe IPRto a knowledgeinstitution orexternal
organisation, or will you retain themyourself? If in doubt, consult yourinternship coordinator. It’s
possible to share the IPR, but this has drawbacks. Your university or UMC will seek youragreementin
orderto preventthis.

No compulsion

Your university or UMC may ask you to give up your IPR, but it can’t compel you to do so. If youdon’t
wantto give up your PR and the assignment forms part of the curriculum, your university or UMC must
offeryouan alternative assignment that doesn’trequireyouto transferyourIPR. In short: you may
choose to retainthe IPRor to transferthem. However, you must make a choice (read the Addendumto
find out why).

If you transfer your IPR, you'll still receive recognition and share in the profits!

If you transferred your IPR to your university or UMC and a start-up or existing company made your
recordedideaorinventionasuccess, the university or UMC will designate you as co-authorand you'll
share in the profits, if any, asif you were an employee of the knowledge institution (in accordance with
the local invention scheme).

Who can you turn to for advice?

Your internship supervisorora designated employee of your faculty will take care of most thingsto do
with start-ups and othertypes of knowledge application. You canalso getintouch with Luris Knowledge
Exchange Office.

If you wantindependentadvice, orif you have a complaintabout the way an IPRagreement was
concluded (orwaived), you can contact the following:

o For personal, independent legal advice, you can contact Dutch Students for
Entrepreneurship https://www.dutchse.nl/contact/

. The Netherlands Enterprise Agency deals with patents: rvo.nl
[https://english.rvo.nl/information/patents-intellectual-property]

) The Association for Intellectual Property: aippi.nl[ https://aippi.nl/english/]

o Intellectual property advice by students forstudents: clinic.nl [ https://clinic.nl /english/]

o Discover how to protect youridea:ideescan.online [www.ideescan.online/]

. Your local student association

o Read the IPRguideline (2016): vsnu.nl

[https://www.vshu.nl/files/documenten/Domeinen/Onderzoek/Valorisatie/Richtsnoer%200
mgang%20met%20IE%20ENGLISH.pdf] and if necessary inform yourself furthervia
https://www.auteursrechten.nl/en

Colophon

Thisis a publication of the Association of Universitiesin the Netherlands (VSNU). No rights can be
derived fromthis publication. The textand definitions in the Addendum to the IPR guideline forstudents
will prevail.
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